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-.ORMONDE 


Hyuzx Graces. 
Madam, 
BIO Preſent your Grace bere with « 
 Teftimony of my Obedience, 
and of your own Zeal for 
the good of Souls. You were 
Tm your great Charity, not only 
lleaſed topardon the weakpeſs of this diſcourſe, 
but to bope it might ſerve as a memorial toth:ſe 
that need it, of the great neceſſity of living 
vertuouſly, axd by the meaſures of Gliriſtiani- 
ty.. Modaw, you are too Great and too good to 


| bave any ambition for the things of this World; 


but I cannot but obſerve that in your deſigns for 
the other World, you, by your Charity and 


- Zeal, adopt your ſelf intothe portion of thoſe Ecs 
clefiaſticks, who bumbly hope and truly labour 


for the reward that is promiſed to thoſe wiſe 
perſons who convert ſouls, If our prayers and 
your deſires that every one ſbould be profited in 


their eternal concerns, caſt in a Symbol towards 
| Az this 
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this great work, and will-give you 4title to that 
great reward; But, Madam, when I received 
your commands for diſperſing ſome Copies of 
. this Sermon, I perceived it was too little to be 
preſented to your Eminence , and if-it were ac- 
companied with ſomething elſe of the like na- 
ture, it might with more prefit advance that - 
.end which your Grace ſo piouſly deſigned ; and 
therefore I hawe taken this opportunity to ſatisfie 
the deſire of ſome very Honourable and wery 
Reverend Perſonages, who. required that the 
two following Sermons ſbould alſo be made fit 
for the uſe of thoſe who hap'dto receive profit by 
them. I humbly lay them all at your Graces Feet, 
begging of God, that even as many may receive 
advantages by the peruſing of them as either your 
Grace will. deſire, or Hethat preached them did 
intend, And if your Grace will accept of this 
firſt Teſtimony of my concurrence with all the 
World that know you, in paying thoſe great re-. 
gards, which your piety ſo bighly merits, Izill 
endeavour bereafter in ſome greater inſtance to 
purſue the intentions of Tour zeal of ſouls, and 
_ by ſuch a ſervice endeavour to do more benefit to 

others, and by it, as by that which is moſt accept- © 
able to your Grace, endear the Obedience and 
Services, of 


Madam, I 
Your Graces moſt humble 
and Obedient Servant. 
7: De THE 


al . -x a Set — RAE 4 4 NY 
m. 


The Titles and Texts of the + '* 
ſeveral Sermons, 


SERM, I. 


The Righteouſneſs Evangelical, 
Matth,5.20, For I ſay unto you, that except your righ- 
teouſneſs exceed the righteouſneſs of the Scribes and 
Phariſees, ye ſhall in no wiſe enter into the kingdoms 


of heaven, 
SERM, UI. 


The Chriſtians Conqueſt over the Body of Sin. | 
Rom,7.19. For the good that 1 would, 7 doe not ; but 
the evil which 1:would not, that I doe, 


SERM, Il, 


Faith working by Love. 
James 2.4, Tos ſee then how that byworks 4 man is juſti- 
fied, and not by faith alone, | 


SERM. Ty. 


Preached at an Epiſcopal Conſecration. | 
Luke 12,42, And the Lord ſaid, :Who then & that faith- 
ful and wiſe ſteward, whom his Lord ſhall make ruler 
over his houſhold to give them their portion of meat in 
due ſeaſon ? 


43. Bleſſed « that ſervant whom his Lord when he co- 
meth-ſhall find-ſo doing, | 


A3 SERM, 


SERM, V. 


Preached at the Opening the Parliament of Treland.” 
x Sam.15.22, Behold, to obey 5 is better then ſacrifice, and + 
to hearken then the fat of rams * 


23, Forrebellion is as the ſin of — and ftubborn- 
neſs is as iniquity and idolatry, 


SERM, VI. 


Via Intelligentie, - | 
John 7.17. FP _— will do hs will, he ſhall know' of 
the doffrine whether it .be of God, or whether I ſpeak 


6f wy [el 
fett SERM. VII 


Preached at the Funeral of the L, Primate of 7reland 


x Cor.15,23, But every man in his own order ;, Chriſt 
the firſt fruits, and after they that are Chriſt s at his 
coming. 


| Rules-and Advices to the Clergy of ts Dioceſe 
' of Down and Comer, 
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For I jay unto you, that extept your 


. 


Rigbteouſneſs exceed the Righteouſneſs, 
of the Scribes and Phariſees, .ye fhall 
in-no caſe enter nto the Kingdom of | 


Heaven. 


pw Eward; ant Puniſhtgents arc 
* the belt Sandtion of Laws; 
& and althoygh the Guardi- 
& ans of Laws ſtrike © fome=- 
SAT cmes with the ſofteſt: part 
SITS of thehand fn cheir Execu- 
tions*of ſad- Sentences, yet in the Sanftion 
chey make no abatements, but ſo proporti- 
on the Duty. to the Reward, and the Pu» 
niſhment to rhe Crime, that by theſe we can 
beſt cefl what' Value the Law-giver puts up- 
on the "Obedience. Foſbuah put a great 
rate upon the taking of Kiriath-Sepher, when 
the Reward of the Service was his Daughter 
and a Dower. Burt when the Young men 
| B ven= 


2 The Righteouſneſs Evangelical deſeribd. = 


ventur'd to fetch David the waters of Betble- 
bem, they had nothing but the praile of their 
Boldneſs, becauſe their Service was no more 
than the ſatisfaction of a Curioſity. But as 
Law-givers by their Rewards declare the va- 
| June of the Obedience, ſo do Subjetts allo by 
the grandeur of what they expe ſet a value 
on the Law and the Law-giver, and do their 
Lervices accordingly, 
And therefore the Law of Moſes,whoſe en- 
Heb.7.:19. dearment was nothing but temporal goods - 
and tranfient evils,could never make the com- 
ers thereunto perfe& : but the #n«ozyu7? 
xp<iTlo@. ini, the SuperinduGion of a bet- - 
ter Hope hath endeared a more perfe& Obez 
dience. When Chriſt brought Life and 
Immortality to light through the Goſpel, and 
hath promiſed to us things greater than all 
our explicit Defires, bigger than the 
thoughts of our heart, then #ſ3#Coauw 73 0:9, 
ſaith the Apoſt]e, then we draw near to.God; 
and by theſe we are enabled to do all that 
God requires, and then he requires all that 
we cando; more Love, and more Obelti- 
ence than he did of thoſe who for want of 
theſe Helps, and theſe Revelations,, and 
theſe Promiſes, which we have, but they had 
not, were but imperfe& perſons, and could 


do 


5 Res 


© The Righteouſneſs Evangelical deſerib'd; -—_—_ 
| do but little more than humane Services. 5 
Chriſt hath taught us more, and given us' 
more, and promisd to us more: than ever 
was in the world known or belicv'd before 
bim 3 and by the ſtrengths and confidence 
of theſe,thruſts us forward in a holy and wiſe 
Oeconomy, and pHinly. declares that we 
muſt ſerve him by the meaſures of a new 
Love, dohim Honour by wile and material 
Glorifications, be united to Giod by a new 
Nature, and made alive by a new Birth, -and 
fulfil all Righteouſneſs; to be humble and 
meek as Chriſt, to be merciful as our Hea- 
venly Father is, to be pure as God is pure, 
to bepartakers of the Divine Nature, . to be 
wholly tenewed inthe frame and temper of 
our mind, to become people ofa new heart, 
a dire&t new Creation, new-Principles and a 
new Being, to do better than all the world 
before us ever did, to love God more per- 
fealy, to deſpiſe the world more generouſly, 
to contend for the Faith more earneſtly ; 
for all thisis but a proper and a juſt conle- 
quent ofthe great Promiſes which our Bleſ- 
{ed Law=giver came to publiſh and effec for 
all che world of Belicvers and Diſciples, 

'The matter which is here required is' cer- 


tainly very great; for it is to be more righte- 
B 2 Ous 
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holy than the Do@ors of the Law, than 
the Leaders of the Synagogue, than the 
wiſe Princes of the Sanbedrim: more righte- 
ous than ſome that were Prophets. and 
High Priefts, than ſome that kept the Or: 
dinances of the Law without blame: men 
"that lay in Sackcloth, and faſted much, and 
prayed more, and made Religion and the 
Study of the Law the work of their lives. 
This was very much ; but Chriſtians muſt 
do'more, Wt | 


Nunc te marmorenmn pro tempore fecimus 5 
_— | | 
Si fettura gregem ſuppleverit, anreus efto. 


'They did well, and we mult do better ;; 
their houſes were Marble, but our roofs muſt 
be gilded and fuller of Glory, * But as the- 
matter isvery great, ſo the neceſſity of it is. 
the greateſt in the world. It muſt be ſo, 
of it will be much worſe : unleſs ic be thus, 
we ſhall never fee the glorious Face of Cod. 
Here it concerns us to be wile and fearful ;. 
for the matter js not a queſtion ofan Oaken. 
Garland, or a Circle of Bayes, and a Yel- 
low Ribband : ztis not a queſtion of Money 

| or. 


or Lach nor of the vainer - Yelrartly of, 
 pular noiſes, and the undiſcerning SA ve 
of the people, who are contingent Judges 
of goodandevil; but it isthe great ſtake'of 
Lite Eternal. - We cannot be Chriſtians, un: 
_ we be righteous . by the new meaſures: 
Righteouſneſs of the Kingdom is now 
the only way to enter intoit, fot the Sen- 
tence is fixt, and the Judgement is decreto- 
ry, and he- -Judge infallible, and the Dez 
eree irreverſible: For T ſay unto you, aid 
| Chriſt, unleſs your righteonſneſs 'exceed the 
righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, 'ye 
ſhall inno wiſe enter into the K ingdone of Hea- 
_ wen. 

Here then we have two things to cowl] I- 
der. 1. What was the righteouſneſs of the 
Scribes and Phariſees. 2, How far that is 
to be exceeded by the Rightconſheſs of 
Chriſtians. | 

1. Concerning the Firſt, I will not be 
ſo nice in the Obſervation of theſe words, 
as to take notice that Chriſt does not name 
the Saddaces, butthe Scribes and Phariſees I 
though there may be ſomething in it : the 
Sadduces were called Caraim from Cara,to 


read; for they thought it Religion to fpend N48, 


one chird ple of their day im reading their 


5 The Rightewſngſs Evangelical deſeribl, « _ * 


Scriptures, whole falneſs they. ſo admired 
they would admit of no ſuppletory Traditi- 
ons. 'But th: Phariſees were called Than- 


naim, that is Twrepsrzi, they added to the 


Word of Grod words of their own, as the 
Church of Rome does at this day, they and 
thele fell, into an equal fate; while they 
taught for DoGrines the Commandments of men; 
they prevaricated the righteouſneſs of God. 
What the Church of Rome to evil purpoſes 
hath done in this particular,may be demon. 
trated in due time and. place ; but what 


falſe and corcupt glofles under the ſpecious 


title of the 'Tradition of their Fathers the 
Phariſees had introdncedour, Blefled Saviour 
reproves, and are now to be repreſented as 
the <!maex3uypue, that you may ſee that 
Righreouſneſs beyond which all they muſt 
go that intend that Heaven ſhould. be their 
Journeys end. 

1. 'The Phariſees obeyed the Command: 
ments in the Letter, not in the Spirit. They 
minded what Crod ſpake, but not what he 
intended : they were buſie in the outward 
work of the hand, but incurious of the affe- 


Ctions and choice of the heart. Yud; mevre - 


oapunts reoinele; {aid Tuſtin Martyr-to Tryphon 
the Jew, Ye underſtand all things carnally; 
_ that 
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that 15, they reſted i» mAz'ouall luoeSelas, 42s Na: 
Zianzen calls it, in the outward work of 


Picty, which not only Juftin Martyr, but 64 3-3. & 


St. Paul calls Carzality, not meaning a car- 
nal Appetite, but a carnal Service. 'Their 
error was plainly this; they never diſtin- 
cuiſhed Duties natural from Dutiesrelative ; 


_ thatis, whether it were commanded for- it 


ſelf, or in order to ſomething that was bet- 
ter; whether it were a principal Grace, or 
an inſtrumental Action, So Grod was ſer 
ved in the Letter, they did not much inquire 
into his Parpole. And therefore they were 
curious to: waſh their hands, but cared nor 
ſo much to purifie the hearts; They would 
give Alms, but hate him that received it; 
they would go tothe Temple, bur did not 
revere the Gllory of God that dwelt there 
between the Cherybins : they would faſt, 
but not mortify their Luſts; they would 
ſay good Prayers, | but not labour for the 
Grace they prayed for. 'This was juſt as 
if a man ſhould run on his Maſters errand, 
and. do no buſineſs when: he - came there: 
They might eaſily have thought that by the 
Soul only a man approaches to Crod, and 
draws the Body after it, but that no waſh- 
ings or corporal Seryices could: unite! _— 

| an : 


Filip. _ 
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8 The Riebecoiſnef -Buangichical Ger ribs. 
aud So Sheebtnsb together, no fuch ror 
- could:make*them like to God, who is:rhe 

Oikos ,of Spirits; * They did as the Dubces 
in Pythagoras School, who when their Ma- 
| ter had faid,. Fabs «bſtineto, by which he - 
intendedrbey ſbould not ambitiouſly, feek for Ma- 
| giftracy, they thought themſelves good Fy- 

thagoreans if they did not eat Beans ; and they 
would: belſure ro pur their Right foot firlt - 
into the ſhooe, and their Left foot into:the 
water, and ſuppoled they had done enough; 
though if they: had not been Fools they 
would have tons their Maſters mean- 

/ ing; to have been, that they ſbould put more 

2. affeGionstolaboar and travel, and leſs to their 

pleaſure and recreation ; aud {o ir was with the 
Phariſee, For as the Chaldees taught their 
| Morality by ate words, and the Zgyp- 

' tians by Hicrogl _=—_ phicks, and the Greeks by 

_ Fables, fo did by Rites and Ceremo- 

* pics external ; leading = by the Hand to 
the Puritics of the Heart z and by the Servi- - 
ces of the Body to.the Obedience of tlie _ 
rit; which becauſe they would not 4under- 
ſtand, they thought they had done enough 
in the obſervation ofthe Letter." ' 5 
_ 2. In mocalDucics;' where Godexprefſ'd 
Himfelte. mozeplainly, they niade no Com- 


men. 
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he Righreouſneſe Evingeliell aeſeriV, 9 
mentary of kindneſs , but regarded the Pro- 
hibition fo nakedly, and _diveſted of all An- 
tecedents, -Conſequents, Similitudes and 
Proportions, that if they ſtood clear of that 
hated name which was ſet down in Moſes 

"Tables, they gave themſelves liberty in ma. 

ny inſtances of the ſame kindred & alliance, 

If they abſtained from murder,they thought 

it very well, though they made no ſcruple 

of murdering their Brothers fame ; they 
would not cut his throat, but they would 
call him Fool, or invent lyes in fecret, and 
publiſh his diſgrace openly ; they would 
not daſh out his brains, but they would be 
extremely and unreaſonably angry with 
him they would not ſteal their brothers 
money, but they would oppreſs himin crafty 
and cruel bargains. The Commandment for- 
bade them to commit Adultery, but be- 
cauſe Fornication was not named, they made 
no ſcruple of that ; and being commanded 
to Honour their Father and their Mother, 
they would give them good wors and fair 
obſervances, but becauſe it was not named 
that they ſhould maintain - them in their 
need, they thought they did well enough 
to pretend Corban and let their Father 


ſtarve. 
SEO C 3- The 


'10 The Righteouſneſs Evangelical deſcrib d. 

' /3- The Scribes and P bariſees placed their 
Rightcouſneſs in Negatives; they would ner 
commit what was forbidden ;. but they car- 
ed but; little for the included poſitive, and 

the omiſſions of good Actions did not much 
trouble them ;- they would not hurt their 
Brother in a forbidden inſtance, bur neither 
would they do. him-good according to the 
intention of the Commandment 3, .It was a 
great Innocence if they did not rob the Poor, 
then they were righteous men ; but thou ght 
themſelves not much concerned to acquire 
that godelike excellency, a Philanthropy and 
love toall mankind. Whoſoever blaſphem'd 

God was to be put to-death ; but he thar 
did not glorifie God as he ought, they were 
nnconcerned for him, and let him alone ; 
he that ſpake againſt Moſes was to-dy with= 
out metrcy.; bur againſt the ambitious and 
thecovetoys, againlt the proud manand the 
unmerciful they made no proviſions. 


Vintus eft vitium fugere, Q@ Japiantis pris 
f- M14  : > = 


Stultitia can. 


- They accounted themſelvesgoodyn not for do- 
10g good, but for doing noevil; that was the 
{um' of cheir Theology.. . 4:They 


4. 'Theyhad one thing more'as bad as all 
this.  'Theybroke Moſes Tables into pieces, 
and arhcring up the* fragments” took''to' 
themſelves what part of Duty they” pleaſed, 
and let the reſt alorie; - For it was aPro- 
verb amongſt the Jews, * Qu? operam Hat pre- 
cepto, liber eſt 4 precepto'; that i is, If he chu- 
ſes one poſitive Commandment for his bu- 
ſineſs, he may be leſs careful in any of the 
reſt. - Indeed they ſaid alſo, Qui mnltiplicat 
legem, mnltiplicat witam he that noltiplics 
the Law, increaſes Life; that is, if he did 
attend to more good things, it was fo much 
the better ;-but the other was well ehough : - 
but as for Univerſal Obedienee, chat" iwas 
not the meaſure of their Righteouſheſs, ' for 
they taught that Crod would pat onr good 
wo and bad into the balaiice, andaccord- 

to the heavier ſcale give a portion iti the 
wad to come:1o that ſome evil they would 
allow to themſelves and' thcir' Difciplesz 
| alwayes provided it was leſs than the good 
they did. They world” devour - Widows 
houfes, and make it up by long Prayers; 
they would lovetheir Nation and hatetheir 
Prince, offer Sacrifice atid curſe” Ceſar in 
their heart, advance. "Jy and* deſtroy 
Humanity, 
— Laſtly 


| ow Rigbeaifraſs Eringpliat! Uſori's T* 


| 12 The Righteouſneſs Foangelical defcribd. | 
. Laſtly, St, Auſtin: fumm'd. up the diffe= q 
rence berween the: Phariſaical 'and Evanges | 
lical righteouſneſs. in two, -words;: Brewie | 
_ <differentia inter Loy ©» Evangelinum; timor 
Q& amor, Thcy ferv'd the God of their Fa- 
thers in the ſpirit of Fear, and . we.-worſhip - 
the Father of our Lord Feſus.in the ſpirit of 
Love, and by the ſpirit of Adoption.z and 
as this Slaviſh principle of theirs was the 
cauſe of all their former ImperfeQions, {o it 
finally and. chiefly expreſsd it ſelf in theſe 
two particulars, 1. They would do all that 
they thought they lawfully could do. 2. They 
would do nothing but what was expreſly- 
commanded. 
'T his was.the Righteouſneſs of the Seribes. 
Se1Berebr- 2nd Phariſees, and their Diſciples the Jews, 
conments. which becauſe our B, Saviour reproves, not. 
fre, only as imperfe&then, but as criminal now, 
| calling us on to a new Righteouſneſs, the- 
Righteouſneſs of Grod,: to the Law of the. 
Spirit of Life, to the Kingdom of God and 
the proper Righteouſneſs thereof, it con- 
cerns us in the next place to-look after the 
meaſures of this, ever remembring that it is. 
infinitely neceſlary, that we ſhould do fo; 
and men do not generally. know, or not 
conſider what it is to be a Chriſtian ; _ 
under- 


underſtand not what the Chriftian Law for- 
biddeth or commandeth. But as for this in 
my Text, it is indeed our great meaſure $ 
but it is not a queſtion of good and betrer, 
but of Good and Evil, Lifeand Death, Sal- 
vation. and Damnation; for unleſs our 
Righteouſneſs be weighed by new 


weights, 
| we ſhall. be found too light, when G od 


comes to weigh the ations of all the world : 
and unleſs we be more righteons than they, 
we ſball: in no wiſe, that is, upon noother 


terms in the world exter into the Kingdom of 


Heaven. 

Now- concerning this, we ſhall do very 
much amiſs, if we take our meaſures by the 
manners and praftiſes of the many who call 
themſelves Chriſtians ; for thereare, as Na-. 
2ianzen cxpreſies it, the oi Tore x, wv paguozia, 
the old and the new Phariſees. I wiſh it 
were no worſe amongſt us; and that all 
Ghriſtians- were indeed Righteous as they 
were 3 eft aliquid prodire tenus ;. it wouldnot 
be juſtnothing,, But. I am ſure that to bid 
defiance to the Laws of Chriſt, to laugh at- 
Religion, to make a merriment at the de-- 
bauchery and damnation of our Brother, is a 
ſtate of evil: worſe than that of the Seribes 


and. Phariſees : and yet even among ſuch, 
men, 
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men how impatient would they be, and how 
unreaſonable would they think you to be, 
tf you ſhould tel] them, that there is no pre- 
ſent hopes or poſlibility that inthis ate they 
arein they can be ſaved, 


Omnes wvidemur noble eſſe bellul; 
Ex feſtivi,s aperde cun fimus aTCyi. 


--- But the world is too full of Chriſtians 
whoſe Righteouſneſs is very little, and their 
Iniquities very great; and now adays, a 
Chriſtian is a man that comes to Church on 


Sundays, and on the week following will do 


ſhameful things ; 


: Paſſmm corvos ſequitur, teſi2que Intoque - 
 Jecurus quo pes ferat, atque ex tempore vivit, 


being according to the Jewiſh proverb{al re- 
proof,as ſo many Mephiboſbeths : diſcipuli ſa= 
pientum qui inceſſu pudefaciunt.-preceptorem ſu= 
am ; their Maſter teaches them to go up- 
rightly; but they ſtill ſhow their lame leg, 
and ſhame their Maſter ; as if a man might 
bea Chriſtian, and yet be the vileſt perſon 
in the world, doing ſuch things for which 
the Laws of men have provided ſmarr and 
| ſhame, 
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ſhame, -and the Laws of Cad have threats 
ned the intolerable pains of an unſufferable 
and never ending damnation, Example here 


cannot be our rule unleſs men were mach 


better, and as long as men live at the. rate 
they do, it will be to. little purpoſe to talk 
of exceeding the Righteouſnels of the Scribes 
and Phariſees : but becauſe it muſt be much 
better with us all, or it will be very mueh 
worſe with us at the latter end, I ſhall leave 
complaining. and go to the Rule, and de- 
{cribe the neceſſary and. unavoidable mea- 
ſures of the righteouſncks Evangelical, with- 
out which we can-never be laved. | 

1. Therefore when'it is.ſaid our Righteouſe 
neſs muſt exceed that of the Scribes. and Phari- 
ſees, let us. firſt take notice by way of przx- 


_. cognition, that it muſt at leaſt be ſo much: 


we muſt keep the Letter of the whole Moral 
Law ; we muſt do all that lies before us, all 
that is in our band : and therefore pyizC«zs,. 


which ſignifies to be religious, the Crram- 


marians derive 7078 yaexs iptyway from NS. 
reaching forth the hand: the outward work 
muſt be done ;. and it is not enough to ſay, 
My. beart is right , but my hand went aſides. 
Prudentins (aith, that St, Peter wept ſa bit- 
terly, becauſe he ' did not. confeſs: Chriſt 

| openly. 
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: openly, whom he lovd ſecretly, ; 


Flewvit negator denique 

Ex ore prolapſum nefas, 
Cum mens maneret innocens, 
Animnſque ſervarit fidem, 


A right heart alone will not do it; or rather 
the heart is not right when the hand is 
wrong. If a man ftrikes bis Neighbor, and 
ſays, Am not T in jeft ? It is folly and ſbame 
to him, ſaid Solomon. For, once for all; Let 
us remember this, that Chriſtianity is the 


moſt profitable, the moſt uſefu], and the 


moſt bounriful inſtitution in - the whole 
world, and the beſt definition I can give of 
it is this; It is tbe Wiſdom of God brought 
down among us to do good to men; and therc- 
fore we muſt not do leſs than the Phariſees, 
who did the outward work ; at leaſt let us 
 beſuretodoall the work that is laid before 
usin the Commandments. And it is ſtrange 
that this ſhould be needful to be preſs d 
amongſt Chriſtians whoſe Religion requires 
ſo very: much more, Burt ſo it is, upon a 
pretence that we muſt ſerve God with the 
mind. Some are ſuch fools as to think that 
 1tis enough to have a good meaning. Iniquun: 


perpol 


—_— - 
as 
1444 At 


M— 
& <a ben 0” ———_—_ 


{ 

4 

f 

| I 
[; 


SIR TT E 7 _ C "4 ©. FR " 
7 Fa we” RNS WY his V— Ss IN ING tne, od: 9) 2 Soy pre” - ds” . - . . JIE FFIDY ——_ & Wo” wy: "i bj xy A > 265 4 \g v5 "ES £ ”. FL _—_ 
; _ Ee inn ad oo ode ont ee ee eG 0 
& Wh" 'v; args. k El Oey, APA E TATE yES, 80.9 ey - s = 

- , N - ads b- Ps 

P - — = 
WOT NE PO Ea ie £ x es; , | < 
- - : - S Fg Y Wo 

4 » 5 © V, : 2 W-  . = 
» bY . . PII 3 GO, -# 9 s 
- L * % 
* 


perpol werbum eft, bene wult, nift qui bene facit, 
And becauſe wemuſt ſerve God in the Spiz 
rit, therefore they will not ſerve God with 
their Bodies; and becauſe they are called 
upon to have the power and the life of God- 
lineſs, they abominate all external works as 
mere forms ; and becauſe the true faſt is to 
abſtain from Sin, therefore they will not 
abſtain from meat and drink, even when 
they are commanded ; which is juſt as ifa 
Phariſee being taught the Circumciſion of 
the heart ſhould refuſe ro Circumcile his 
Fleſh; and as ifa Chriſtian, being inſtructed 
in the Excellencics of Spiritual Communion, 
ſhould wholly negle& the Sacramental ; that 
1s, becauſe the Soul is the life of man, there: 
fore it is fitting to die in a humour, and lay 
aſide the Body, * This is ataking away the 
Subje& of the Queſtion ; for our iniquiry is, 
How we ſhould keep the Commandments 3 
how we are to do the work that lyes before 
us, by what Principles, with what Intention, 
in what Degrees, after what manner, nt bo- 
zum bene fiat, that the good thing be done 
well, This therefore muſt be preſuppoſed; 
we muſt take care that even our Bodies bear 
a part in our Spiritual Services. Our voice 
and tongue, our hands and our Feet, and 
D our 
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our. vefy bowels muſt be ſervants of God, 
anddo the work of the Commandments, 

'This being ever ſuppoſed, ous Queſtion 
is, how much more we muſt do; and the 
_ firſt meaſureis this ; Whatſoever can be fig- 
nified and miniſtred to by the Body, the 
Heart and the Spirit of a man mult be - the 
principal Adtor, We muſt not give Alms 
without a charitable Soul, nor ſuffer Mar- 
tyrdom but in Love and in Obedience ; and 
when we ſay our Prayers, we do but miſ- 
pend our time unleſs our mind aſcend up to 
God upon the wings of deiire. 

Defice is the life of prayer ; and x you in- 
deed defire what you pray for, you will alſo 
labour for what you defire 3 and if you find 
it otherwiſe. with your ſelves, your coming 
to Church is but like the Phariſees going up 
to the Temple to pray, If your heart be not 
poo menther will God ; and then there is a 


ound of men and women between a pair of 


dead walls,from whence becaufe neither God 
. nor your Souls ate preſent, you muſt needs 
go home withouta Bleſſing. : 

| But this meaſure of Evangelical righte- 
ouſneſs is of principal remark in all the 
rites and ſolemnitics of Religion ; and in- 
tends to ſay this, that Chriſtian Religion is 
ſome- 
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ſomething that is not ſeen, '3r is 


man.of theheart : is) Tig DG. woo, it 1s God 
that dwels within ; and true Chriſtians are 
men,who,as the Cheldee Oraclefaid,are moAus 
ioozueru vir, clothed with a great. deal of 
mind. And therefore thoſe words of the 


Prophet Hoſea, Et loquar ad cor ejus , I will. 214. 


ſpeak unto their heart , is a proverbial ex- 
preſſion, 1ignifying to ſpeak ſpiritual com- 
forts, and in the myſtical fenſe fignifics 
weyſcnCor, to preach the. (Tofpel ; where 
the Spirit 1s the Preacher, and: the Heart is 
the Diſciple,and the Sermon 180f Righteoul- 
neſs and Peace, and Joy inthe Holy (Jhoſt. 
Our Service to. rod muſt not be-in outward 


_ works and Scenes of Religion, it be 


ſomething by which we become like to 
Crod;the DivinePrerogative muſt cxtend bee 
yond the outward man, nay,even beyond the 
mortification of Corporal vices ; the Spirit of 
God muſt go 7n trabis craſſitudinem, and molli- 
fy all our ſecrcepride.and ingenerate in us a 
truce humility,and aChriſttan mecknebs of Spi- 
rit, and a Divine Charity. For inthe Goſpel, 
when Cod enjoyns any external Rite or Ce- 


 remony, the outward work is alwaycs the leſs 


principal... For there is a bodily and a car- 
nal part, an outſide and a Cabinet of Reli- 
| D 2 g10n 
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gion in Chriſtianity it ſelf. When we are 
baprizcd, the ak of Crod is that we 
cleanſe our ſelves from all pollution of the | 
Fleſh and Spirit, and then we are indeed 
xz0zeg} Fac clean all over. And when we 
communicate, the Commandment means 
that we ſhould be made one Spirit with 
Chriſt, and ſhould live on him, believing 
his Word, praying for his Spirit, ſupported 
with his Hope, refreſhed by his promiſes, 

recreated by his Comforts, and wholly and 
in all things conformable to his Life; thav 
ts the true Communion. The Sacraments 
are not made for Sinners until they do re- 
pent; they are the food of our Souls, but 
our Sogls muſt be alive unto Cod, or elſe 


N.E.they cannot eat; It is. good to confeſs our 


fens, as St, Fames fayes, and to open our 
wounds to the Miniſters of Religion, but 
they abſolve none but ſuch as are truly peni= 

tent, 
Solemn Prayers, and the Sacraments, and - 
the Aſſemblies of the Faithful, and faſting 
dayes, and ads of external worſhip, are the 
folemnities and rites of Religion ; but the 
Religion of a Chriſtian is in the Heart and 
Spirit. And this. is that by which Clemens 
Alexand:inus defined the Righteouſneſs. of a 
| Chriſtian, - 
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| Chriſtian, Auxa00Vm oyupor's 7 mig Yui wepor: 
all the parts & faculties that make upa man, 
muſt make up our Religion 3. but the heart 
is Dons principals, it is the Court of the 
great King ; and he is properly ſerved with 
interior graces and moral Vertues, with a 
humble and a good mind, with a bountiful 
heart, and a willing Soul, and theſe will 
command the eye, and give lawsto the hand, 
and make the ſhoulders ſtoop, but anime 
cujuſque eft quiſque ; a mans ſoul is the man, 
and ſo is. his Religion; and fo you are bound 
to underſtand it. 
- Trucitis, God works in us his Crraces by 
the Sacrament; but we muſt diſpoſe our 
ſelves to a reception of the Divine bleſſing 
by Moral inſtruments. The Soul is 9v»#py9% 
T9 O:&, it muſt work togerher with: Crod, 
and the body works together with the ſoul - 
But no external aQion can purifie the ſoul, 
becauſe its Nature and Operations being Spi- 
ritual, it can no more be changed by a Ce- 
remony or an external Solemnity, than an 
Angel can be careſſed with ſweet Meats, or 
a Mans belly can be filled with Muſick or 
long Orations. The ſum is this : No- Chri- 
ftian does his Duty to Grod bur he that ſerves 
him with all his heart-: And although: it- be- 
comes 


_ 


The Righteouſneſs Evangelical deſeribd, 
comes we to fulfil all zighteoulnes,cven the ex: 4 
ternal allſp; yerchat which makes us gracious 
in his Eyes s notthe external,ic is the dove of 
the heart andthe rcal chapge of the mind and 
obedience of the {piritz that's the farſt great 
mealyre of the Righteouſsels Evangelical, 
2. The Righteouſneſs Evangelical muſt - 
exceed that of the Scribes and Phariſees by 
extenſion of our Obedience to things of the 
Pe leeds Came fignification 3 Leges mon ex verbs, ſed 
|  exmente iute]ligendas, 1ayes the Law: Theee 
muſt be a Commentary of kindne(s in the 
underſtanding the Laws of Chriſt, We 
muſt underſtand all Crods meaning ; we -. 
* guſt ſecure his ſervice, we muſt be far re: 
moved from the dangers of his diſpleaſure. 
And therefore our Righteouſneſs muſt be 
the purification and the perfection of the 
Spirit. $6 thatit will be nothing for us not 
to commit Aduleery, unleſs our Eyes and 
Hands be chaſt, and the defires be clean. 
A Chriſtian muſt not look upon a woman to 
luſt after her. He muſt hate Sin in all dimenfi- | 
ſions, andin all diſtances, and in cvery angle 
of its reception. A Chriſtian muſt not ſin, 
and he muſt not be willing to ſin if be durſt. 
He muſt not be luftful, and therefore he 
muſt not feed higb, ner drink deep, an 
 thele 
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theſe make proviſions forluſt: and among 
Chriſtians,great catingsand drinkings are afts 
of uncleanne(s as well as of intemperance, 
and whatever miniſters to fin, and is the way 


_ ofie; it partakes of itsnature and its curſe. 


For it 1s remarkable that in good andyevil 
the calc is greatly different. Mortification 
( ee g- )tsa duty of Chriſtianity ; but there 
1s no Law concerning the Inſtruments of it. 
We are not commanded to roll our ſelves on 
thorns, as St. BenediS® did ; or to barn our: ' 
fleſh, like St. Martinzaz; or to tumble in 
Snows with S. Francis ; or i pools of wa- 
ter with S. Bernard, A man may chew Aloes, 
or ly upon the ground, or wear ſackcloth 
if he have a mind toit, and if hefinds it 
good in his circumſtancesand to his purpoſes. 
of mortification 3. but it may be he may do. 
alone by the Inftramentalities of Fear and: 
Love ; and fo the thing be done, no fpecial 
Inſtrument is under a command.. * But al- 
though the Inſtruments. of vertue are free, 
yet the Inſtruments and minifteries of: 
viceare not. Not only the fin is forbidden, 
buc all the wayes that lead toit,, Theln-- 
ſtruments of vertue are of themſelves indif- 
ferent, thatis, not naturally, but good on- 
ly for their relation fake,andia orderts _ 

= cnd. 
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end. But the Inſtruments of vice arc of 
chemſelves vitious; they are partoof the ſin, 
they have a ſhare in the phantaſtick plea- 
ſure, and they begin to eſtrange a mans heart 
from God, and are diteCtly in the prohibiti- 
on. For we are commanded to fly from 
temptation, to-pray againſt it, to abſtain from 
all appearances of ewil, to make a covenant 
with our eyes, to pluck them out if there be 
need, And if Chriſtians do not underſtand 
the Commandments to this extenſion of fig: 
nification, they will be innocent only by the 
meaſures of humane laws, but not by the 
righteouſneſs of Crod. L 
3- Of the ſame confideration it is alſo. 
that we underſtand Chriſts Commandments 
to cxtend our Duty, not only to what is 
named, and what isnot named of the ſame 
nature and deſign ; but that we abſtain 
from all ſuch things as are like to fins. * Of 
this nature there are many. All violences 
of Paflion, Irregularities in Gaming, Pro- 
digality of 'our time, Undecency of aGtion, 
doing-things unworthy of our Birth or our 
Profeſſion, aptnefstogo to Law, Ambitns, 
ora fierce proſecution even of honourable 
employments ; miſconſtrucion of the words 
and aGtions of our brother ; cafineſs N be- 
ieve 


lieve evil of others, willingneſs to report the 
evil which we hear , curiofity. of Dyet; pee- 
viſhnels toward fervants, indiſcreet:and im- 
portune ſtanding for place,-and all exceſs 
in ornaments; for even this little inſtance 
is dire&ly prohibited by the Chriſtian and 
royal Law of Charity. For«yzms minus 
era, ſaith St. Paul; the word is a word hard 
to be underſtood; we render it well 
enough ; Charity waunteth not it ſelf 
and upon this Saint Baſd fays,: that :an 
Eccleſiaftick perſon ( and fo. every Chriſtian 


in hisproportion ) ought not to go iniplen- , 


did and vain Ornaments ; Tz» 5 wi. Iz xpe- 
ay, 2AA& Tic. xzAAwnIoH Ov MACZAatuGdvdai, miprepe- 
z; E144 x2T1Y0C4ev : Every thing that 18s [not 
wiſely uſeful or proportioned to the ſtate of 
the Chriſtian, but miniſters only to vanity, 
is a part of this Tprepu/i2:, it is a yaunting, 
which the Charity and the Crrace of; a Chri- 
ſtiandoesnot well endure... * Theſe things 
are like. to ſins, they are of a ſuſpicious na- 
ture, 'and not eaſily to be reconcil'd to. the 
righteouſneſs Evangelical. Ir is no wonder 
if Chriſtianity be nice and curious 3 1t 1s the 
cleanneſs and the purification 'of the Soul, 
and Chriſt intends to preſent his Church to 
Grad donna g, apudpilowithout ſpot or wrinkley 
or any ſuch thing, N. B. or any ſuch thing « If 

E there 
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there be any irregularity that is leſs than a 
wrinkle, the Eyangelical righteouſneſs does 
notallow it, * 'Theſe arc ſuch things which 
if men will ſtand to defend, poſlibly a mo- 


 deſt Reprover will be more aſhamed than an 


impudent Offender, *If I ſee a perſon apt 
to quarrel, ta takeevery thing in anill ſenlc, 
to reſent an error deeply, to reprove it bit- 
terly, to remember it tenaciouſly, to repeat 
it frequently, to upbraid it unhandſomly, I 
think I have great reaſon to ſay, that this 
perſon does not do what becomes the ſweet- 
neſs of a Chriſtian Spirit. If it be replied, 
It is no where forbidden to chide an offend- 
ing perſon, and that it cannot be a fault co 
underſtand when a thing is faid or done a- 
miſs, I cannot return an anſwer, but by - 
ſaying, That ſuppoſe nothing of it were a fin, 
yet that every thing of it is ſo likeafin, that 
itis the worſe for it; and that it were better 
not to do ſo; at leaſt I think fo, and ſs 
ought you too, if you be curious of your 
eternal intereſt: a little more tenderneſs 
here would do well. I cannot fay that this 
dreſs, or this garment, or this ſtanding for 
placeis the dire& fin of pride , but Iamfure 
it looks like it in ſome perſons ; at leaſt the 
letting it alone is much better, and is _ 

- like 
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like humility, And certain it is, that he is N-8. 


dull of hearing who anderſtands not the 
voice of God, unleſs it be clamorous in att 
expreſs and a loud Commandment, pro- 
claimed with Trumpets and Clarions upon 
mount Sin4i ; buta willing and an obedient 
ear underſtands the ſtill voice of Chriſt, and 
is ready to obey his meaning at halfa word ; 
and that i the righteouſneſs Evangelical. 
It not only abſtains from Sins named, and 
ſins implied, but from the beginnings and 
inſtruments of fin ; and from whatſoever is 
likeit. The Jews were ſo great haters of 
Swine upon pretenſions of the Moſzick rites, 
that they would not fo much. as name a 
Swine, but called it rx 27 Daber Acher 
another thing. And thus the Romans in 
their Auguries usd alterume for non bonnm, 
The ſimile of this St, Paxl tranſlates to a 
Chriſtian duty. Let zot fornication be ſo much 
as named among ft you, 5 wpirov iv Tots dytoic, as 
3s comely amongft Chriſtians, that is, come 
not near a foul thing ; ſpeak not of it, let 
it be wholly baniſhed from all your conver- 
ſation; for this niceneſs and curiofity of duty 
becometh- Saints, and is an inſtance of the 
righteouſneſs Evangelical. _. 
I have now done with the firſt ſort of mea- 
E 2 ſures 
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| ſares of the Chriſtian righteouſneſs ; ; theſe 
which arc the matter of our negative duty ; 
theſe are the meaſures of our caution and our 
firſt innocence. But there are greater things 
behind, which although I muſt croud up in-; 
to a narrow room, yet I mult not wholly | 
omit them : therefore 
4.. The fourth thing 1 ſhall note to you is, 
that whereas the righteouſneſs of the Phari- 
ſees was but afragment of the broken-Tables 
of Moſes ; the purſuance of ſeme one Cirace, 
ker GIA piece of the robe of rightc- 
ouſneſs;the righteouſneſs Evangelical muſt be 
like Chriſts ſeamleſs Coat,all of a piecefrom 
the top to the bottom ; it muſt inveſt: the 
whole Soul : Miſmo, Duma, Maſſab, ſaid the 
Proverb of the Rabbins, It is this, and it is the 
other,& 1 it muſt beal),it muſt be an univerſal 
righteouſneſs ; 5 nota little knot of holy aCti- 
ans.ſcattered in our lives, and drawn into a 
ſumatthe day of Judgement, but it muſt 
be a ſtate of holinels, It was ſaidof the Pa-. 
phlagonian Pigeons |  OrwATs bezaa Thiy xapsiev, 
eyery one of them bad two hearts; but thar 
in our myſtical T heologie {ignifies a wicked 
Prov. 28. 14;:MAn,' SO {aid Solomon, The perverſe or wicked 
man derachaim be is a man of two ways; 4p 
1x6, fo S, James cxpreſles an unbelic- 
| ver 5 


out 
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ver; a.,man that will and will. not; ſome- 
thing he does for God, and ſomething 'for 
the world; he hath two mindes, 'and- tt a 
good fir, in his well days he is full of Re- 
pentance, and overflows in piety ; but the 
paroxyſm will return in the day of tempta- 
tion, and then he is. gone intallibly, But 
know this, -that in the righteouſneſs Evange- 
lical,, oneduty cannot be cxchang4 for ano- 
ther, and: three vertues. will not make as 
mends for one remaining vice. He that op- 
preſſes the poor cannot make amends by gi- 
ving good counſel; and ifa Prieſt be Simos 
naical, he: cannot be eſteemed:-righeeous be- 
fore' God by preaching well, : and raking 
care of his charge. To be zealous for God 
and for Religion is good, bit that will nor 
legitimate cruelty to. our Brother. © Ttis not 
enough for a man to bea good Citizen, tinlefs 
he be allo a good man. But ſome men build: 
their houſes with half a dozen croſs ſticks, 
and turfe is the foundation, 'and- ſtraws the 
covering, and they think they dwell ſccure- 
ly; their Religion is made up: but of two 
or three vertues, andthey think to commute 
with God, ſome goodfor ſome bad, m2AAz" 
Hep! yeuare TOAARG 32 axe, as if one- deadly 
wound were not enough-to deſtroy the moſt 

| healthz 
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healthful conſtitution in the world, - Des 
 ceivenot = ſelves. Itisall one on which 


hand we fall : 


Unum operantur 
Et calor &9+ frigns, fic bocyfic illud adurit ; 


Sic tenebre viſum, fic ſol contrarins aufert. 


> The Moon may burn us by might as well as | 


the Sun by day : and a man may be made 
blind by the light of the Sun as well as by 
the darkneſs of the evening, and any one 
great miſchief is enough to deſtroy one man, 


Some. men are very meek and —_ natus 


rally, and that they ſerve Grod withal 3 


they purſue the vertue of their nature: that . 


is, they tye a ſtone at the bottom of the well, 
and that's more than needs; the ſtone will 
ſtay there without that trouble ; and this 
good inclination will of it ſelf eaſily proceed 
eo iffue ; and therefore our care and caution 
ſhould be more carefully imployed in morti- 
fication of our natures, and acquiſt of ſuch 
vertues to which we are more refraGory, 


and then cheriſh the other too, even as - 


much as we pleaſe $ but at the ſame time we 
are buſie in this, 1t may be we are ſecret A- 
dulterers, and that will ſpoil our confidences 


in 
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in the goodneſs ofthe other inſtance : others 
- are greatly bountiful to the poor, and love 
all mankind, and hurt no body but them- 
ſelves ; bur ic is a thouſand pities to ſee ſuch 
loving good natured perſons to periſh infi- 
nitely by one crime, and to ſec ſuch excel- 
lent good things thrown away. to pleaſe an 
uncontrolled and a tubborn luſt ; but ſo do 
ſome eſcape out of a pit, and are taken in 


a trap at thcir going forth; and ſtepping 


afide to avoid the hoar froſt, fall into a val- 


ley full of Snow. The Righteouſneſs Evan- 


gelical isanother kind of thing : it is a holy 
converſation, a @od-like life, an univerſal 
obedicnce, a keeping nothing back. from 
God, a SanQification of. the whole man, 


and keeps not the body only, but the ſoul: 


and the ſpirit unblameable to the coming of 
the Lord Jeſus. 


5. And laſtly ; The Pharaical righteouſs. 


neſs was the produG of fear, and therefore 
what they muſt needs do, that. they would. 
do;butno more, But the righteouſneſs Evans. 
gelical is produced by Love,it is managed by. 
Choice, arid cheriſhed by Delight and fair 
Experiences, Chriſtians are a willing peo= 


ple; homines bone volumatis, men of good - 


will; arbores Domini, ' So they are myſti- 
| cally 


— 
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cally repreſented .in' Scripturez the Trees of 
the Lord arefull of Sap : among the Hebrews 
< the trees of the Lord did fignity ſuch-trees 
as grew of themfelyes ; and all thart.are of 
Gods planting, are ſuch as have a vital 
principle within, and grow without con- 
ſtraint,” TIsSorre: To's Weropmevus vil, &, Tos 
i og ior ian TE; ues, one laidit of Chri- 
ſtians: .they obey the Laws, and by the 
goodneſs of their lives exceed the Laws ; 
and certain it is, no man hath the righte- 
ouſneſs Evangelical if he reſolves alwayes to 
take all his liberty in every thing that is 
 meerly lawful; or if he purpole to do no 
more than he muſt needs, that is, no more 
than he is juſt commanded. For the Rea- 
ſons are-plain. 

i.,. The Chriſtian that reſolves to do 
= every thing that is lawful, will many times 
run into danger and inconvenience 3 becauſe 
the utmoſt extremity of lawful is ſo; near 
to that which is unlawful, that he will: often 
paſsinto unlawful undiſcernably. :;Vertnes 
and Vices have not. in all their-inſtances a 
great land-mark ſet between them, like . 
warlike nations / {ſeparate * by prodigious 
walls, vaſt ſeas: and: portentous hills; but 
they are oftentumes like the bounds of a _ ; 
By riſh ; 


riſh; men are fain'to- cut: 4 cel upon the 
curf. and make little marks and agnuzl 'per- 
abeatacions for memorials : ſo it'is'in laws 


ful and unlawful, by a little miſtake a man 


may begreatly ruined. He thar drinks ill 
his tongue is full as a ſpunge, and his ſpeech 
a little ſtammering and tripping, baſty and 
diſorderly, though he be not gone as far 
as drunkenneſs, yet he is gone beyond the 
ſeverity of a Chriſtian ; z andwhen he is juſt 
paſt into unlawful, ifhe diſputes too cuti- 
ouſly, he will certainly deceive himſelf for 
want of a wiſer curioſity. 


But 2. He that will doall dias he thinks 


he may lawfully, had needhavear infallible NS. 


guide alwayes by him, who ſhould: without 
error be able to anſiver all caſes of Conſci- 
ence, which will happen every day in a 
life fo careleſs and inſecure ; for if he: ſhould 
be miſtaken, his error is his crime, and aot 
his excuſe. A man in this caſe had need be 
very ſure of his Propoſition ; which becauſe 
be cannot be, in charity to himſelf, he will 
quickly find that he is bound 'to abſtain 
Hom all things that are uncertainly good, 
and from\all diſputable evils, from things 
which although they may be in themſelves 
lawfal, yet accidentally, and that from a 


thou- | 
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thouſand cauſes may become unlawful, Pa- 
widus quippe ©» formidoloſus eft Ch:iſtianus, 
faith Salvien, — atque in tantum peceare me» 
tens, ut interdum CO non timenda formidet, 
A Chriſtian 1s afraid of every little thing : 
and he ſometimes greatly fears that he hath 
Gnned, even then /when he hath no other 
reaſon to be atraid, but becauſe he would 
not do ſo for all the world, 

3- He that reſolves to uſe all bis liberty 
cannot be innocent, ſolong as there are in 
-the world ſo many bold temptations, and 
preſumptuous aQtions, ſo many ſcandals, 
and ſo much ignorance inthe things of God, 
ſo many things that are ſuſpitious, and ſo 
many things that are of evil report; ſo 
many 11] cuſtoms and diſguiſes in the world, 
with which if we reſolve to comply in all 
that is ſuppoſed lawful, aman may be in the 
regions of death, before he perceive his head 
> toake; and inſtead of a ſtaff in his hand, 
may havea ſplinterin his Elbow. 


' 4 Befides all this; he tbat thus ſtands 


on his terms with God, and ſo carefully 
husbands his duty, and thinks to make 1o 
good a market of obedjence, that he will 
quit nothing which he thinks he may law- 
fully keep, ſhall never be exemplar - his 
ite, 
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life, and ſhall never grow in' grace, and 
therefore ſhall never eater into glory, He 
therefore that will be righteous by the men 
ſures Evangelical, muſt conſider not only 
what is lawtul, but what is expedient ; not 
only what is barely ſafe, but what is worz 
thy, that which may ſecure, and that which 
may do advantage to that concern that is 
the greateſt in the world. 

And2, Thecaſle is very like with them 
that reſolve to dono more good than is com- 
manded them. _For 1, it is infinitely unpro- 
fitable as to our eternal intereſt, becauſe no 

- man does do all that is commanded ar all 
times ; and therefore he that will not ſome-/ 
times do more, befides that he hath noloye, 
no zeal of duty, no holy fires in his ſoul ; bes 
fides this, I ſay, he can never make any 
amends towards the, jfeparation of his Con- - 
ſcience. Let\him that flole fleal no. more ; that's 
well ; but that's not well- enough, for he 
muſt, if he can,make reſtitution of what be 
ſtole, or he ſhall. never be pardoned; and 
ſo it{isin all;our entercourle with Grod. To 

do what is commanded is-the duty | of the 
preſent; we are tyedto thisin every preſent, 
in every period: of our lives ;- but therefore 
it we neverdo any morethao juſt the preſent 

F 2 duty, 
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duty, who ſhall ſapply.the deficiences, and 


>fill up the gaps, and redeem whar is paſt ? 


'This 1sa material confideration in the righ- 
teouſneſs Evangelical. 

But then 2. we muſt know that in keeping 
of Gods Commandments every degree ot in-. 
ternal duty is under the Commandments ; 
and therefore whatever we do, we muſt do. 
it as well as wecan.. Now he that does his 
Duty with the biggeſt affeQion he can, will 
alſo do all that he can; and he can never 
know that he hath done what is commanded, 
nnlefs he does all that is in his power. For 
Cod hath par no limit but love and poſſibi- 
lity, and therefore whoever ſays, Hither will 
Egoand no further, This I will do and no 
more, Thus much will Iſerve Grod, but that 
ſhall be all, he bath the affeQions of a Slave, 
and the religion ofa Phariſce, the craft of a 
Merchanr,: and the falſeneſfs of a- Broker; 
buc he hath-not the proper meaſures of the 
righteouſneſs Evangelical. But ſo it hap- 


. pens in the mud and ſlime of the River Bor- 


borns, whenr the eye of-the' Sun hath Tong 
dwelt uponit, and produces Frogs and Mice 
which begin to move a little under a thin 
cover of its own parental matter, and if they 
can get looſe to live half'a life, thatisall ; _ 

the 


the hinder parts, which are not formed be- 
fore the ſetting of the Sun, ſtick faſt in their 
beds of mud, and the lictle moyety of a crea= 
ture dies before it could be well ſaid to live; 
ſo it is with thoſe Chriſtians, who will do all 
that they think lawful, and will do no more 
than what they ſuppoſe neceflary ; they do 
but peep into the light of the Sun of righte= 
oulneſs3 they have the beginnings of life ; 
but their Fro parts, their paſſionsand af- 
fetions, and the deſires of the lower man 
are ſtill unformed, and he that dwells in this 
ſtate is juſt ſo much of a Chriſtian as a 
Spungeis of a plant, and a+ muſhrom of a 
ſhcub : they may beas ſenſible as an oyſter, 
and diſcourſeat the rate of a child, bat are 
greatly ſhort of the righteouſneſs Evangeli- 
cal. | 

I have now done with thoſe: parts of the 
Chriſtian righteouſneſs, which were not 
only an YT4p9x5 or excels, but an <Nroxciucs: 
to the Phariſaical : but becauſe I ought nor 
toconceal any thing from you that mult in- 
tegrate our-duty, and ſecure our title:to.the 
kingdom of Heaven; there is this to be ad- 
ded, thatthis precept of our bleſſed Saviour 
is to be extended to the dire& degrees of our 


duty. We muſt do more dutics, and: we 
muſt: 
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muſt do them better. And in this,although 
we can have no poſitive meaſures, becauſe 
they are potentially infinite, yet therefore 


we, ought to take the beſt, becauſe we are 


ſure the greateſt is not too big ; -and we are 
' not ſure that Crod will accepta worſe, when 
we can do a better, Now although this is 
to be underſtood of the internal affe&ion 
only ; becauſe that muſt never be abated, 
but Grod is at all times to be loved and ſer- 


ved with all our heart, yet concerning the - 
degrees of external duty, as Prayers, and 


Alms, andthe like, we are certainly tyed 
to a greater excellency in the degree, than 
was that of the Scribes and Phariſees, Iam 
obliged to ſpeak one word for the determi- 
nation of this inquiry, viz, to how much 
more of external dutyChriſtians are obliged, 


than was in the righteouſneſs of the Scribes 


and Phariſees. In order to this, briefly thus. 
I remember that Salvian ſpeaking of old 
men ſumming up their Repentances, and 
making amends for the ſins. of their whole 
life, exhorts them to Almsand works of Pi- 
ety. But inquiring. how much they ſhould 


do towards the redeeming of their Souls, 
anſwers with a little Sarcaſm, but plaioly 


enough to give a wife man an anſwer. ** A 
<< man 
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&© man,ſays he, is not bound to giveaway all AB. 


<« his goods, unleſs peradventure he 'ows all 
«to God; butin that caſe I cannot tell 
« whatto ſays for then the caſe is altered. 
© A man is not bound to part with all his 
« eſtate; that 1s, unleſs his fins be greater 
« than his eſtate ; but if they be, then he 
©< may confider of it again, and conſider . 
«better. And he need not part with it 
<«.a1],unle(s pardon be more precious to him 
© than his money, and unleſs heaven be 
«worth it all, and unleſs he knows juſtly 
& how much leſs will do it. Ifhe does, let: 
« him try his skill, and pay juſt ſo much and 
< no more than he owes to God : but if he 
& does not know, let him be ſure to do. 
- © enough. His meaning is thiss Nat that 
a man is bound. to. give all he hath, and 
| leave his children beggars; he is bound 
from that by another obligation. But as 
when we are tycd to pray continually, the 
meaning. is, we ſhould  confecrate all. our - 
time by taking good portions out of all our. 
time for that duty ;. the devouteſt perſon 


being like the waters of Siloam, a perperual;,,,,.,.. 
ſpring, but not a perpetual current 3: that af RS mags 
alwayes in readineſs, but aQually thruſting<#: 3... 


forth his waters at certain periods every day- 
v0, 


ny 
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So out of all our eſtate we muſt take for Rez 
ligion and Repentance ſuch portions as the 
whole cſtate can allow; ſo much as will 
conſecrate the reſt ; ſo much as is fit to bring 
when we pray for a great pardon, and de: 
precate a mighty anger, and turn aſide an 
intolerable fcar, and will purchaſe an' ex- 
cellent peace, and will reconcile a ſinner: 
Now in this caſe a Chriſtian is to take his 
meaſures according to the rate of his con - 
trition and his love, his Religion and his 
fear, his dangerand his expeQation, and let 
him meaſure his amends wiſely 3 his ſorrow 
pouring in, and his fear thruſting it down, 
and it were very well, it his love alſo would 


—make it run over, For deceive not your 


1 
o 


_—_ 


ſelves, there is no other meaſure but this: 
So much good as a man does, or ſo much as 
he would do, if he could, ſo much of Reli- 
gion and ſo much of repentance he hath; and 
no more: and a Man cannot ordinarily 
know that he is in a ſayeable condition, but 
by theTeſtimony which a DivinePhilanthro- 
Py and a good mind alwayes gives, which 
15 to omit no opportunity of doing good in 

our ſeveral proportions and poflibilities. 
'There was an Alms which the Scribes 
and Phariſees 'were obliged by the Law to 
| give 
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give the tenth of every third 'ycars increaſe 3 
this they alwayes paid, and this ſort of Alms 


is called Ina00/m, Righteouſneſs or Juſtice, 


but the Alms which Chriſtians ought to 
give is x4245 andit is *Y=71, it is grace, and 
1t is love, and it 1s abundance, and. fo the 
old Rabbins told : Fuſtitia proprie dicitur in 
its que jure facimus, benignitas in iis que pre- 
ter jus. It is more than righteouſneſs, it 
is bounty and benignity, for that's the Chri- 
ſtian meaſure. And ſo it is in the other 
parts and inſtances of the righteouſneſs Ez 


vangelical. And therefore it is remarka-- 


ble that, the Saints in. the Old Teſtament 
were called iv, right men, and the book 
of Geneſis, as wefind it twice-atteſted by S; 


the book of Abraham, Iſaac and Facob, Bur 
the wordfor Chriſtians is Xp, good men, 
harmleſs and profitable, Men that are good, 
and men that do good. In purſuance of 
which it is further obſerved by learned men, 


that the word <7, or vertue, is not in the N48. 


four Goſpels; for the ations of Chriſts 

Diſciples ſhould not be in grads virtutz only, 

vertuous and laudable, fach as theſe Ari- 

ftotle preſſes in his Magna Moralias they muſt 
G 


Commen. in 


Hierome,wascalled by the Ancient Helleniſts, r2. 7. & :. 


6. in Ezek. 


BAG. £80", the book of right or juſt men, c. :s. 


pals . 
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fs on to a further excellency than ſo : the 
ame which he calls Tet; 7Vipawr 3 they 
muſt be ſometimes, and as often as we can 
= In grads heroico, or, that I may uſe the Chri- 
ſtian ſtyle, they maſt be actions of perfeCti- 
on. Righteouſneſs was the 9wwwuo for 
almsin the Old Teſtament, and 7Awr16_ or 
perfe&ion was the word for Alms in the 
New ; as appears by comparing the fifth of 
S. Matthew, and the fixthof S. Luke together, 
and that is the full ſtate of this differenec in 
the inquiries of the righteouſneſs Phariſaical 
and Evangelical. 
I have many more things to ſay, but ye 
cannot hear them now, becauſe the time is 
aſt. One thing indeed were fit to be ſpec 
Li of, if I had any time lett 3 but can on- 
lyname it, and defire your confideration to. 
make it up. 'This great Rule that Chriſt 
gives us, doesalſo, and that principally roo, 
concern Churches and Common-wealths, as 
well as every ſingle Chriſtian. Chriſtian 
Parliaments muſt exceed the Religion and 
Covernment of the Sanbedrim, Your Laws 
muſt be more holy, the condition of the 
Subjeds be made more tolerable, the Laws 
of Chriſt muſt be ſtriGily enforced, you muſt 
not ſuffer your great Maſter to be diſhunous- 


red, 


+, S=L- ho ths fo "<LI; 4 my 3 37 ay. - 1 4 CETYLS TOS SE oe: re "I WEN 4 «- bt IT Gn Dp Fa P 
ieth _—_ CBS" > Ex SORES Y — 4a ES. 2 Se $3 Wine Fs 4 "EF" , a PR" MY J I 
# TI 4 4 > > > . I: 4 I y he, 
. , < of C P l Ws F bd by oy k - 
. f ” | 4 , : _ 7 . dy - & wg 
A oy * XY , £ 5 
4 Feourners | y- 14 
4 | 
” 


Evangelical is the ſame with that which the 
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red, nor his Religion diſmembred by Sed, 
ordiſgraced by impicty : you muſt give no 
impunity to vitious perſons, and you muſt” 
take care that no great example be greatly 
corrupted ; you muſt _ better proviſions 
for your poor than they did, and take more 
care even of the external advantages of 
Chriſts Religion and his Miniſters, than the 
did of the Prieſts and Levites; that is, in all 
things you muſt be more zealous to promote — 
the kingdom of Chriſt, than they were for 
the Miniſteries of Moſes. 


The ſum ofall is this; The righteouſneſs 


Ancients called «To5oAuiy Jiz/yuy moA7raar, to 

live an Apoſtolical life, that was the meaſure 

of Chriſtians, the 9 irepirus z, Sraptowe Biirres, 

men that defircd to pleaſe ,,, ; wn ite 
God, that is, as Apoſtolins v4; ieedret, alu ene 


& PeSrnuas Twrery ola xg. 


moſt admirably deſcribes It, Ie57NS, op ns Fw, #4 ET 


men who are curious of their ,., WIGS. Oxive Beth 
very eyes, temperate in their 92s Pr tnnnen® margin, 
tongue, of a mortified body, X45, Is rl dyinlu weak 
and a humble ſpirit, pure in ; 
their intentions, maſters of their paſſions. Men 
who when they are injured return honou- 
rable words; whea they areleflened in their 
<ſlaces, increaſe jxr their charity 3 when they 

es C 2 -—— nl 
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are abuſed, they yet are courteous and give 
intreaties 3 when rhey are hated, they pay 
love ; men that are dull in contentions, and 
uick in loving kindneſles, ſwift as the fect 

= of Aſabel,and ready as the chariots of Ammi- 
nadib, True Chriſtians are ſuch as are cru- 
cified with Chriſt, and dead unto all-ſin 5 
and finally place their whole love on God, 
and for his ſake upon all mankind : this is 
the deſcription of a Chriſtian, and the true 
ſtate of the righteouſneſs Evangelical ; ſo 
that it was well ſaid of Athenagoras, 8s 
Legat. pro XeE#5 120 Tomege, & wh UToxelverei I Aoyov, no 

' Chriſtians. Chriſtian is a wicked man, unleſs his life be 
JCB.a continual lie, unleſs he be falſe to. God 
and his Religion, For the righteouſneſs of 

the Coſpel' is. in ſhort, -nothing elſe but a 
tranſcript of the life of Chriſt ; de matthans 

nabaliel ; de nabaliel Bamotb ſaid R, Foſbua; 

CB. Chriſt is the image of God, andevyery Chrj- 
ſtian is the image of Chriſt, whoſe example. 

3s 1mitable, bur it is the, beſt, and his laws 

_ are the moſt perfe&, but the moſt caſte, and. 

\ the promiſes by which he. invites our greater. 

| ſervices are moſt excellent, but:molſt trye ;. 

and the rewards ſhall be hereaftcr, but they 
ſhall abide for ever, and ( that .I; may, take. 
notice of the laſt words, of wy Text ) the, 
© = © threats 
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T he Righteonſneſs Evangelical deſcribd., 353 © 
threatnings to them that fall ſhort of this _ 
righteouſneſs are moſt terrible, but moſt. 
certainly ſhall come to pals ; they ſball never 
enter into the kingdom of heaven , that is, their 
portion ſhall be ſhame and an eternal priſen, 
zope Aled fwrnez aflood of brimitone, anda 
cohabitation with Deyils to eternal ages : 
and if this conſideration will not prevail, - 
rhere is no place left for perſwaſion, and - 
there 13no uſe of reaſon ; and the greateſt. 
hopes and the greateſt fears can be no argu- 
ment or ſanGion of laws, and the greareſt 
good in the world is not conſiderable, and 
the greateſt evil is not formidable ; but if 
they be, there is no more to be ſaid ; if you 
would have your portion with Chriſt, you 
muſt be righteous by his meaſures, and theſe. 
are they that I have told you. 


THE 
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CHRISTIANS CONQUEST 
Over the Body of Sin. 


Ron. VII. 19. 
For the good that I would, I donot: but 
the evil which I would not, that I do. 


Hat the Eunuch faid to Philip, 
g when he read the book of. the 
DNOAS Prophet Iſajab 3.0f whomſpeok- 
\ £28 eth the Prophet this, of bimfelf, 
BUS or ſome other man? The lame 
| queſtion Iam to ask concerning the words 
of my Text: Does S. Peaxlmean this of bum 
ſelf, or of ſome other ? It is hoped thar he 
focaks i it. ot himſelf ; and means that though 
his underſtanding is convinced that he ought 
to lerve Crod;, and thathe hath ſome i HNPeCr- 
fe& deſires to do 3. yet the Law of God: 


{ : without is oppoſed boy's a law ot Sim witFine. 
| We: 


4.8 The Chriſtians Conqueſt 
> We havea corrupted nature, and a body of 
infirmity, and our reaſon dwells in the dark, 
and we muſt go out of the world before we 
leave our fin. For befides that ſome fins are 
, eſteemed brave and honourable, and he is a 
baffled perſon that dares not kill his brother 
like a Gentleman ; our - very 'Tables are 
made a ſnare, and our civilities are dire& 
- treaſons to the ſoul. You cannot entertain 
your friend but exceſs is the meaſure 3 and 
that you may be very kind to your Gueſt, 
you ſtep afide and lay away the Chriſtian , 
your love cannot be exprefled unleſs you do 
him an ill turn, and civilly invite him to a _ 
Feaver, Juſticeistoo often taught' to bow 
to great intereſts, and men cannot live with- 
out flattery ; and there are ſome Trades 
that miniſter to ſin, ſo that without a fin we 
cannot maintain our. Families; and 'if you 
mean to live, you muſt do as others 'do. 
Now ſ{olong as men ſee they are like to be 
undone by innocence, and that:they can no 
way live but by compliance with the evil'cu- 
ſtoms of the world, men conclude practicals 
ly, becauſe they muſt live they muſt fin; 
bey muſt live handſomecly,. and thercfore 
mint do ſome things unhandſomely,. and fo 
"upon the whole matter ſin is unavoidable. 
Fain 
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"Fain they would but 'catinot - rell FE to help. 
it, But ſinceat is no better, it'is well it's no! 

' worſe, For. its $. Panlsccale;: no iworle 
man; he would. and he would 'noty/ he-did: 
and he did not ; he was willing, but the was- 
not able; andchercfore the caſes clear,thar. 
ifa man ſtrives againſt: fin, and falk unwil-' 
lingly, it ſhall not be imputed to. him; he: 
may be a regenerate man for all that. A 
man mult indeed wrangle againft fin when it 
comes, and like a peeviſh lover. reſt and: 
conſent at the ſame times and then all is well; : 
for this not only conſiſts with, but is a ſign 
of the ſtate of regeneration. 

If this be. true, Grod will be very: ill foes 
ved, If it be not true, moſt men will have 
but ſmall hopes of being ſaved, becauſe this 
is the condition of moſt men. © What then 
is to. be done? Truth can do-us'no hurts' 
and therefore be willing to let this matter 
paſs underexamination ; for if it trouble us 
now, it will bring comfort hereafter. 'And 
therefore before I enter into the main 1nqui- 
ry,. I 'ſhall by deſcribing ther ſtate of the 
man, of whom S. Pazl ſpeaks here, tell you 
plainly, who it is that is in this ſtate of ſad 
things, and then do ye make your reſolutt- 
ons according as you :ſball find it neceffary 

H 


for 


* OI _ 
: : ; 
- 
r 
. 


- Fg Mt. ad p we O » 
” o& FRA 3 "Ie " a Surat ” = ” n = EEE <4 " ' » i +44 wo > ff A 
ts - . - ER 3. OT as we” IF FOO fr tO Hr T1 ASSES LEAZST WIE OSS YO STE oY bt - ; AGREE EC kn: 
ho we RD. - <4 W 7" 2 _— "II. Cee ED ; : 2th —- KY x ny . b.. p b 
o - . x? —Y . 6 LES 28. Du.” x V 4 - OE "EF n 
, 7” > . , _- ” ” , : _ k 
v 2 y- . - ” - - 5 _ 
; , Y # ." I. = 
- - 
- Ts - - k 
F. . 
þ 4 E . 4 - - : T 
RE © 
: 


for 'the ſaving of your ſouls; which'I am 
ſurc ought to be the end of all. preaching. 
| 1. 'The man'S. Paxl ſpeaks of is one that 
is dead, v,'9, one that was deceived and ſlain, 
ve.41, one in whom fin was exceeding finful, - 
v, 13. that is, highly impated, greatly ma- 
licious, infivitely deſtructive : he is one who 
is carnal, and ſold under fin, v, 14. he is one 


| that ſins againſt his conſcience and his reaſon, 


v.16, he'is one. in whom fin dwells, . but the 
Spirit of God does not dwell; for zo : 
thing dwels in bim, v, 18. he is one.who is 


brought into eaptrwity to the law of fn, heis - 


a ſervant of uncleanne(s, with his fleſh and 
members ſerving the law of (tn, v. 25, Now 


NCB. if this be a: ſtate of regeneration, I wonder 


Rom. 5.13. The fam of affairs is this, If ye live after | 


what is, or cat be a ſtate of reprobation / 
for though this be the ſtate of Nature, yet 
it cannot be the ſtatc of ane redeemed by the 
Spirit of Chrift ; and therefore flatcer not 

your felves any more, that it is enough for 
you to have good defires, and bad perfor- 
mances ; | aever think that any fin can reipn 
in you, and yet:you'be {ervants of God: 
that fin can dwell in you, andarthe ſame 
tune the Spirit of God can dwell in you tooz 
or that life-and:;death- can abide together. 


the. 
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the fleſb,ye ſhall dy ; but if ye throngh ahe Spiriz - —" - 
do meortifie the deeds of the; bady, ys ſhall live, = 
but notelſc upon anyterms whatſoever. | |: _— 
- My Text is one of the hard places of S, 
* Paul; which, as S, Peter ſayes, the ignorant 
and the unfiable wreft to their own damnation. | :; 
But becauſe in this caſe the. danger: 1s-ſo: ima + 6 
minent, and the deception would: be ſo in» 3 
tolerable, S, Paul immediately after this 
Chapter-( in which under his own perſon, 
as was uſual with him to do, he' deſcribes 
the ſtate of a natural man advanced'no fur- 
ther than Moſes Law, and not redeemed 
by che blood of Chriſt, or inlightned by the 
Spirit of God, and taught by the. wiſer 
Lefſons and Sermons of the Grofpel ) imme- 
diatcly fpends the next Chapter im oppoſing - 
the Evangelical ſtate to the Legal, the Spiz 
ritual to the Carnal, the Chriſtian to the 
Nataral; and tells us plainly, he that is 
redeemed by the blood of Chriſt, is re- 
deemed from the power of fin : he that is 
Chriſts freed man, 1s nota ſlave of fin, not 
captive to the Devil at his will : he that is 
in the fleſh cannot pleaſe God, but that every 
ſeryant of Chriſt is freed from fin, and is a 
ſervant of righteouſneſs, and redeemed 
from all his vain converſation $ for this is 
H 2 the , 
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che end of Chriſts coming, 'and cannot be . 
in vain unleſs we make it ſo. He cameto 
bleſs. us by turning every one of us from our 
iniquities. * Now conccrning this, beſides 
theevidence of the thing itſelf, that. Paul 
does not ſpeak theſe words of himſelf, but 
by a #ereoxmerioud, under his own bor- 
rowed perſon he deſcribes the ſtate ofa carz 
nal, unredeemed, unregenerate perſon, 


SNt8.is expreſly affirmed by S. Irenzus and Origen, 


by. Tertull:an and S, Baſil, by Theodoret and 
8. Chryſoftom, by S. Ferom, and ſometimes by 
S. : Auſtin, "by S, Ambroſe, and S. Cyril, by - 
Macarins and Theophyla&, and is: indeed 
that true ſenſc and meaning of theſe words 
of S; Paul, which words none can abuſe or 
miſunderſtand, bur to the great prejudice of 
a holy hfc, and the Patronage of all ini-_ 


uity. 
But for the ſtating of this great caſe of 


/ conſcience, I ſhall firſt in ſhore deſcribe to 


you what are the proper cauſes which place 
men, andkeepthem im this ſtate of a neceſli 


2Z ty of finning ; and 2. I ſhall prove the abſo- 


lute neceflity of coming out of this con- 


3 dition, and quitting all our fin. 3, In what 
4 degree this ts to be affected. 4. By what. 


Inſtruments this is to be done; and all theſe 
being 


KS whe. 


Ei, + 
” © ©, NOIR EY 
* wa" 7H 
. 


, LES Tons » 3 OT A *" - ts = ; b 
& — py OO 4% , Sz S 4 ——— &. 
- _ 5 . SR * & op BI _— w b X- So At a , LE as 4 < - RS. 4 . 
= 5 fo EE SRO EN EGD OH En bs hy BEFAs & - ed eat 3d ai os ne i Ss: ES os 
. A 2 . - - \ , == + SO MN he X 4 A _ 
$ . Dt | = £ BE< <2 PT I OO 
* P - x ae wo. * S : 
»” ; -z YR. L. p 4 « : 
I a. 26S 7 X : oe X 
a £3 - 
a - - & 1 V - C 
i 4 » * - 6 
- t 


being practical will of themſelves be' ſuffici< 


ent uſe to the Do@rines, and need no other 


applicatory but a plain exhortation, * ' -* 

1. What are the cauſes of chis evil, by 
which we are firſt placed, and ſo long kept 
in a neceſlity of finning, ſo that we cannot 
do what good we yyould, nor avoid the eytl 
that we hate ? 

The firſt is the evil ſtate of our Nature. 
And indeed he that confiders the dayly ex- 
periment of his own weak Nature, the igno= 

rance and inconſtancy of his ſoul being like 
a fick mans legs, or the knees of Infants, 
reeling and unſtableby diſeaſe or by infirmr- 
ty, and the perpetual leaven and germina- 
tions, the thruſtings forth, and ſwelling of 
his ſenſes; running out ltke new. wine inte 
vapours and intoxicating aCtivities, will rea- 


dily»confeſs, that though even in nature «- 


there may be many.good inclinations to ma- 
ny inſtances of the Divine Commandments; 


yetit can gono- further than this velezty, this + 


defiring to do good, but is not able, And 
upon this account it is that ELaGantins 
brings in the Pagan or natural man com- 
plaining, Volo equidem non peccare, ſed win- 
cor, indutus enim ſum carne fragili ©» imbe- 
calla. "This is. very true3 and I adde _ 
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this caution, | There is not in the corrupti- 
on ef qur nature ſo much as will fave us harm- 
leſs, or make us exculable if we ſin againſt 


 Grod. Natural corcuption can make us 


criminal, bur not innocent; for though by 
him that willingly abides in the ſtate of mere 
nature, fin cannot be avoided, yet no man 
is in that ſtate longer than he loves to be fo 3 
for the Grace of Ciod came to reſcue us from 
this evil portion, and is alwayes preſent to 
gize us a new nature, and create us over 
again: andtherefore though fin is made ne- 
ceſlary to the natural man by his impotency 
and fond loves, that is. by his unregene- 
rate nature, yet in the whole conſtitution 
of affairs, God hath more then made it u 
by his Grace, it we will make uſe of it. 
In puerss elucet ſpes plurimorum, que ubi emo- 
ritur tate, manifeſinm eſt non defeciſſe naturam, 
ſed curam, ſaid Quintilian, We cannot tell 
what we are, or what we think-in our in- 
fancy ; and when we can know our thoughts 
we can eaſily obſerve that we have learned 
evil things by evil examples, and the cor- 
rupt manners of an evil converſation : - 
ubj per ſocordiam wires, tempus, ingenium de ' 
fluxere, nature infirmitas accuſatur ; that in- 
deed is too true ; we grow lazy, aud wan- 
| ton, 
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ton, and we loſe our. time, and: abuſe/ our 
parts, anddo ugly things, and lay the faulc 
wholly upon our natural infirmitics;' bue 
we muſt remember that by this time it is a 
ſtate of Nature, a ſtate of fleſh and blood, 
which cannot enter into Heaven. 'The na- 
tural man and the natural child are not the 
ſame thing in true Divinity. The natural 
child indeed can do no good; but the na- 
tural man cannot chooſe but do evil ; but 
it is becauſe he will doſo; he is not born 
in the ſecond bir:h, and renewedin the Bape 
tiſm of the Spirit. | | 

2, Wehave brought our ſelves into an 
accidental neceſlity of ſinning by the evil 
principles which are ſucked in by great parts 


of mankind. We are taught ways of going #N-. 


to Heaven without forſaking our fins3 of re- 
pentance without reſtitution ; of being in 
charity without. hearty. forgivencfs, and 


without love, of bclieving our fins to be - 
pardoned before they are mortified ; of - 


truſting in Chriſts death without conformity 
to his life ; of being in Crods favour upon 
the only accountoof being of ſuch an opini- 
on; and that when we are once in, we can 
never be out. Wearc taught to belteve that 
the cventsof things do not depend upon our 


Cruci»- 
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crucifying our -evil and corrupt affeQions, 
but upon eternal. and unalterable Counlels; 
that the promiſes are. not the 'rewards of o- . 
bedience, but graces pertaining only to a few 
przdeſtinates, and yet men are Saints forall 
that ; and that the Laws of Grod are of the 
race of the Giants, not to be obſerved by any 
grace or by any induſtry, this is the Cate- 
chiſm of the ignorant and the prophane : but 
without all peradventure the contrary pro- 
poſitions are the way to make the world bet- 
' ter: but certainly they that believe theſe 
things do not believe it neceſſary that we 
ſhould eſchew all evil : and no wonder then 
if when men upon theſe accounts ſlacken 
their induſtry and their care, they find fin ſtill 
prevailing, ſtill dwelling within them, and 
ſtill unconquerable by fo ſlight and diſheart- 
ned labours. For Iwrr; m4; x, anei9wiG. res- 
To Tie mei;i51 : every fooland every ignorant 
perſon is a child ſtill; and it is no wonder 
that he who talks fooliſhly ſhould do chil. 
diſhly and weakly. ge #l | 

To our weak and corrupted nature, 
and our fooliſh diſcourſes, men do dayly ſu- 
perinduce evil habits and cuſtoms of finning. 
Conſuetudo mala tanquam bamms infixus: anime, 
laidthe Father ; an evil cuſtom is a hook in 
the 


che foul; 
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 pleaſosp 'When it comes'to the «a 


reculmwacnEfzic, agS, Pever's word is," 


_ exerciſed with covetdus pratiice s, theniths alſo 
«Deal, it is weak and unable to de the good 


it fain would,” or eo avoid the evil which'ina 


good” fit it etends' to: hate. This is fo 


known I ſhall not infift upon its bur adde 
this only, that wherever a habit is contras 
Red, it is all one what the inſtance be ; itis 
as cafie a6 delicious, * as unalterable in vertue 
as invice; for what helps nature'brings to a 
vitious habit, the ſame and much more the 
Spirit of Grod, by his power and by his com- 
forts cando in a vertuous ; and then weare 
well again. You'ſece by this who are, and 
why they are in this evil eondition. The- evil 
natures, and the evil principles, and the 
evil manners of the world, ' thefe are the 
cauſes of our imperfe& willings, and weaker 
aQings in thethings of God ; and aslong as 
men ſtay here, fin will be unavoidable. For 
even meat it ſelf is loathfſom to a fick fto= 
mack ; and it is impoſſible for him that is 
heartzfick to eat the moſt wholfom diet ; 


' and yet he that ſhall fay cating is impoſlible, - 


will be beſt confuted by feeing all the health- 
ful men'in the yyorld eat heartily every day. 
$66 66 I 2. But 


— 


RE 
RS 
* 


_— RO =. 
s FEE 9 Fe © E245 
> x + *. x Re - 
- ; - 4 8 
- 2 
- F'. hy <RY 
- ©£%- *» 
.] 
% © == 
* 
s 
by 
- — 
R 
- 
- 
* 


add draws fe whither the Devil 


[:.2;; Bygwhat:then ? Cannot fin be avoid- | 
ded?: Cannota! Chriſtianmoytific the deeds 
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af the body 2.:Cannot Chriſt-redeem-us;and 


cleanſe: us from all - our. fins? Cannot the 
works .of the Devil be deſtroyed ? ' That's 


the next particular.to be.inquired of... Whe- 
ther or not be not neceflary, and therefore 


very- poſſible for.a ſervant of God topaſs - 


from thig evil ſtate, of things; and not ovly 
bate eviÞ but avoiditalſo,? «1 

_ ;;Hethes ſaith be hath vat ſmned is alyar; bur 
what then'? Becauſe aiMan. hath finned; it 
does not follow.he muſt do ſo always. Haſt 


thou faned ? do ſo no:mare ( ſaid. the wiſe Ben= 


ſtrach) and ſofaid Chriſt:to the poor Paraly- | 


tick, Go and fin no mere, Fhey were excel- 
lent words ſpoken by a holy Prophet { Lex 
not the fenner' ſay be hath not finned > For God 
hall burn coals of fire upon: his bead, that ſaith 
before the Lord Got .and his glory; Þ bawe not 
fenned, ] Well ! that caſe is confeſſed,” AU men 
bave ſinned, and come ſhort of the glory of God, 


But is there no remedy for: this >: Muſt it al- 


ways be ſo, andſinfor ever muſt have the 
upper hand, and fos ever baffle our reſoluti- 
ons, and all our fierce and earneſt promiles 
of amendment 2. (Tod forbid; -there was a 
time then to.come,.' and; bleſſed be'God, it 


«w 


* bath. 


_ that Prophet) and iniquity ſball be zaken ont of? 
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the earth, and: righteouſneſs ſhall reign amano. 
youe For, that's in the day,of Ghriſts. k; = 
dam, the manifeſtation of; the . CGalpel:. 
when Chriſt reigns in our hearts by his Spi-. 
rit, Dagon and the. Ark cannot ſtand toge. 
ther; we cannot ſerye. Chrilt; and, Beligl. 
And as.in theſtate of nature no good thing 
dwells 'within us, ſo when Chriſt rules in us, 
no evil thing can; abide,. ; For every) plant 
that my beawenly Father bath nat. plunted ſpall be 
racted up, and caſtayway intoithe fires of con- 
ſumption or purification. Bythow ſhall this 
come. to paſs, ;fince we all; find our. {elyes ſo 
infinitely weak and fooliſh?.Lſball tell you. Je 
3s eaſier far a. camel to go through the eye of a-nee> 
dle,than for « rieþ man to enter into-the Kingdom 
of beaven,{aidChriſt.It js-impoſlible tonature, 
it isimpoſſible to them$hat are- given-to;va- 
nity ; it is impoſſible for them that delight in 
the evil ſnare. But Chriſt adds ; With wen this 
is-impoſſuble, but with God all tbings are poſ-' 


ſible, | What. we:|cannor, do for, our ſelyes, 


God .can do for us and. with 'us. What 
Nature cannot do, the Cirrace of Grod can, 
Sothat the thing may be done, not indeed 
by our ſelves, - but gratia: Dez 'wecum, faich 
| I 2 ; S. Panl; 


S. Pant i Goduntuns together can do it. 
Bacif it caribedoneany way that God hath 
mas neg the conſequent is this ; 
No thans good will ſhall be py in ex- 
ve for the real and aftual mortification - 
_— ſins. He'that fins, and wonld fain not 
bur fin 5 preſent with him whether he 
miſtor no,” lethim cake heed; forthe ſame 
15the Law of , and the Law of dearb ( faith 
the Apo dy hd/that mans heart is- nor right .. 
with Tot. Fori is tmpoffible men ſhould 
pray for Selivermoce andnot be heard, char 
they ſhould labour and not be proſperous, | 
tnlefs they 'piay amifs, and labour 
> Letiotnan therefore pleaſe himſelfwich ratk- | 
Hg Efgrear things, with perpernal convere 
fitjon in'ptousdikourfe, orwith ineffe@ive 
defires of ferving God. He that does nor: 
praiſe as well as he talks, and do what he 
deſires, and what he ought to do, confeſſes 
Shelelf eo fin preatly apainſt his conſcience, 
and'Xts a ptrodiprous folly to chmk (that he 
® a good inte, becanſe thongh he does fin, 
yet i was apateſt his mind/'to do ſo. ' A 
mans confcience caninever. condemnhim, # 
that be his excaſe,, toſay that' his conſcience 
checkt hith 3 and that will be but.a ſad apo. 
 topy at the: tay of Judgement, Some _— - 
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_ They are.cruelin thcir 


words impatient of reproot, ſcornful totheir 
Neighbours, lovers of money, fapream. in 


_- 


talk like Angels, and pray with great feryor, 
and meditate with deep receſſes, and fpeak 
to God: with loving affeQions, and werds 
ofunian, and adhere to-him in filent devori- 
on, and when they go abroad are as padfio- 
nate as ever, peeviſh as a frighted Fly, vex- 
ing themſclves with their own reflexions. 
ms, UMNcrei- 
ful to their tenants, and proud as a Barba» 
rian Prince: 'T are for all their fine 


their omn thoughts, and ſubmit ts none ;. 
all their fpirzeual life they talk of, is nothing: 
butſpiritual fancy and illuſion : theyave Rill 
nadec the power of their paſſions, and their 
fin culesthem imperioufly, and carries them. 
away infallibly, Let theſe men conſider , 


_ therearefome men think «x impoſſible to do 


as much as they do, The common {wearer 
cannot Jeaye that vice ang talk wellz: and 
theſe men that talk. thas well, think they 
cannotdo:as well as they talk; but: both of 
them are equally under rhe power of their 
reſpeQive fins, and are equally deceived, and 
equally. not-the ſervants of rod. * This is. 
truce. but. it tis equally as true; that 
there is no neceſſity: for all this ;- for it 
ought,, 
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Rem. 8:7." +#he carnal mind is not ſubje& to God, neither 


1 Joh. Zo 9. 


intbe S 

the fuk. Th 
Spirit lufteth againſt the fleſh, and the- fleſb 
againſt the Spirit, there's the cauſe of it, 
ire pn monte, fo that ye may not, . or cannot de 


the things ye would, That's the bleſſed con>- . 


ſequent and produt of that cauſe, 'That is 
plainly, - As there is a ſtate of carnality 
C of which S. Paul ſpeaks in my Text ) fo 
chat in that ſtatea man cannot but obey the 
fleſh: ſothereis alſo a ſtate of ſpirituality, 
when ſin is dead, and righteouſneſs is alive ; 
and in this ſtate the fleſh can no more pre: 
vail, than the Spirit could do in the : other, 
* Some men cannot chooſe ' but ſin ; i for 


indeed | can be ( faith S, Panl; )- but 
there are allo ſome men, + that cannot 
endure any thing that is not good, 
It is a great pain for a temperate 
man to ſuffer the © diſorders of Drunk- 
enneſs, and the ſhames of Luſt are intolera- 
ble to a chaſte and modeſt perſon. *This 
allo is affirmed by S, Fohn, Whoſoewver 3s born 


| of God doth not commit fin, for bis ſeed remain- 


eth in him, So that you ſee it is poſlible: for 
a 
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t to commit the ſin-to which 


becauſe be is born of God, 


And this is agrcable to the words of our 


Bleſſed Saviour ; A corrupt tree cannot bring Math. 7. 18,. 


forth good fruit ; and a good tree cannot bring 
forth evil fruit, that is, as the child of Hel 

1s carried to Sin pleno inpetu, he docs not 
check at it ; he does it and is not troubled ; 
ſo on the other fide, a child of God is as 
fully convinced. of righteouſneſs, and that 
which is unrighteous is as hateful to him, as 
Colocynths to the taſte, or the ſharpeſt pun- 
ures to the Pupil of the eye,. . We may ſee 
ſomething of this. in. common experiences. 


* What man of ordinary prudence and repu- 


tation can be tempted to ſteal, or for what 
price would. he be tempted to murder. his 
friend If we did hate all. fins as we: hate 
theſe, would it not be as cafſy to be as inno- 
cent in other inſtances, as moſt men are in 
theſe; and we ſhould have as few: Drun- 
kards'as we have thieves. In ſuchas theſe, we 
do not complain in the words of my Text; 
What I 'would not, that I do. and what I would, 
Tdonot. Does not every good man. over- 
come all the power of great fins? And _ 
2 


he | 
4 fons ofthe Criant, and can he nor over. 

come the little Children of Gath? or is it 
harder to overcome a litele fin than a great 
one? Are not the temptations to little ſins. 
very little, and yet are they greater" and 
ſtronger than .a mighty grace ? Could the 
/ poor Demoniack that liv'd in the graves, by 
thepower of the Devil break his iron chains 
2 in pieces, and cannot he who hath the Spi- 
rit of God diflolve the chains of fin? Through 
Chriſt that firengthens me, I can do all things, 
faith S. Paxl. Satis ftbi copiarum cum Publio 


Nk. Decio, &»- nunquam nimium hoſtium fore, ſaid 


one in Livie; which is beſt rendred by sS, _ 
Paul ; If Godbe with us, who can be againſt 
#5? Nay thereis an #nr<pmuxuwoin S, Paxl, We 
are more than Conguerers; for even amongſt 
an army of Conquerours there are degrees 
of exaltation; and ſome ſerve God like the 
Centurion, and ſome like S, Peter, ſome 
like Martha, and ſomelike Mary ; md iuxcatzs 
ET ong,21e mores * INpeTwr, all good men con- 
quer their temptation, but ſome with more 
eaſe, and fome with a clearer viftory ; and 
more than thus, Non ſolum viperam terimus,ſed 
ex 64 antidotum conficimns, we kill the _— 
an 


$$ 4 3 IS. Wi ” _—_ el. cor 4 - « S A . . : 
ee! i £ = 3 P; * de 4 , : h der. Þ ” tn WE EI, es F341 _— FE * » EN © 7 I a4 T7 -—» x 4 4 
24 3% bn TI T1 "IgE "0 — $I EF, es SR” a DIED EE IIAPS HED ; =o Is er OE z* EIS IS 20. i £5 ak a he 20 B38. >> SR _ 
. . NI i = hs E'# : >; . ER _ mw _. I = Fg £ » we ; _ 4 vg II D 2 ? ory os EE jd As "MP 
. V regs þ : - _ bo 8 i Bs ws 
« = -- i « . = 3. 
” . \ 
p . - of -Md_ 4 « « 
0 b Fe by! . by 
{ Ca Y 
/ «.* 4 Us : 
' & ' : - "»* , L 'y . . : 
; » # = . PE Z 
; þ | | = trea . NoCt I 
; , o . = 3 IS <7 <_/ —_ a * - -. 


elcape from, but get advantages. by. temp» 
cations. But we commonly are more afraid 
than hurt, ' Let ns therefore lay. ofide « 
weight and the fin thet doth ſo eafily beſet ue ; 
ſo we read the words of the Apoſtle: but 
S. Chryſoftoms reddition of them isbetcer; 
for the word wrichsl& is a 'iperfed. palive, 
andcannot fignific the ſtrength and irrefiſti» 
bility of ſia upon, us 3 but the quite contra» 


ry : . iuree/5al6. <uapric fignifics the fon that is ">. 


ſo_eafily avoided, as they that underſtand 
that language know yery well, And if we 
were ſo wile and valiant as not to affright 
our {elves with- our own terrors, we'ſhould 
quickly find, that by the help of the Spiric 
of God, wecando more then we thought 
we. could, It was ſaid of Alexander, Bene 


auſus eft vana contemnere, he did no great 


matter in conquering. the Perfian, becauſe 


they were a pitiful anda ſoft people; only 
he underſtood them to be ſo, and was wiſe 
and bold-enough not to fear ſuch images, 
and men of clouts. But men in the: matter 


of great fins and little, do as the Magicians 


of Agypt ; when Moſes turned his rod into 
a Serpent it moved them not; but. when 
they ſaw. the Lice and the Flies, then they 
K were 


VErY Heb. 12: 1; 
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were afraid:;- 'We ſee that by the. Girace of 
God we can eſcape great fins, but we ſtare ' 
at Flies, anda bird out of a Buſh diſorders 
us: the Eyon in the way troubles'us not , 
buta Frog and a Worm affrights us. - Re- 
member the ſaying of S. Pant, Chrift came 
#0 redeem to bimſetf a' Church, and to preſent 
is pure and ſpotleſs before the Throne of Grace, 
and if you mean to be of this number, you 
muſt endeavour to beunder this qualificart- 
on, that is, ( as Paul laboured to be) woid © 
of offence bothtowards God, and towards Man, - 
And fo Ihavedonewith the ſecond Propo- 
ſition ; Te is neceffary that all {in great and 
lictle ſhonld be ' mortified and 'dead in us, 
and that we no longer abide in ebat- ſtate of 
flavery as' to ſay, The good that I would, 
F do not; but the evil that TI would not, that 
- 3, In the next place we are to inquire 
m what degree this is to be effected ; for 
though in negatives properly there are no 
degrees, yet unlefs 'there be fome allays 
in this Do&rine, it will not be ſo well; and 
may be your cxperienceswill for ever con- 
fute my Arguments. For who can ſay that 
be is clean from bis fin (ſaid the W iſeman)and 
as our Bleſled Saviour ſaid; He that: zs inno- 
| cent: 
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Cents 4 
at the ſinner and ſpaxe not... 2; ; i hc 41 5 
. To this Tanſwer, in the. words: of 'S.:Gres | 
gorys | All mans righteouſnels will be found” 
to be unrighteous, if God ſhould ſeverely 
enter into judgment but. therefore even. 
after our innocence we muſt pray for pardon, 
. utqueſuccumbere diſcuſſes poterat, | ex judicis 
pietate convaleſcat, that our innocence which 
in ſtrifneſs of Divine judgment would be 
found ſpottedand ſtained, by the mercy of 
qur Saviour may be accepted... S, Bernard 
expreſſes this well. Noftre ſiqua eft bumilie 
Juſtitia, res forſitan ſednonpurs.: Our. hum- 
ble cighteoulſnels is _—_ righein the eyes 
of God, but not pure, thatis, accepted by 
his mercy, but it is ſuch asdaresnot cente 
in judgment, For as no man is ſo. much a 
ſinner, but he ſometimes ſpeaks a:goad word, = 
or docs ſome things. not ill; . and yet-that 
little good interrupts not that ſtate of evil : 
ſo it js amongſt very good men, from whom 
ſometimes may pal ſomething that is not 
commendable; and yet their heart is ſo 
habitually right towards God, that they 
will do nothing bur ( Ido not ſay which God 

in juſtice. cannot, but ) which in mercy he 
will not imputc to eternal condemnation, 

K 2 | It 


| Te was the caſc of David; Ho wer 5 men after 
Gods own heart , nayit isfaid, be was blame- 
leſs. ſave in the matter of Uriah; and yet 
we know he nambred the people, and Gro 
was angry with him and puniſhed him for ity 
but becauſe he was a good man and ferved 
IJ > God heartily, that-other fault of his was 
M imputed to him no further : God ſet a fine 
upon hishead forit, but it was ſalve conte- 
zexento, the main Rake was fafe. 

For concerning good men the queſtion is 
not whether or. no God could not in the ri= 
gaur of juſtice blame their indiſcretion, or 
tmpute a fookiſh word, or chide them for a 

atiſrrer;' (or a carcleſs ation, for #lefs 
devant prayer, or weak hands, for a fear- 
ful beart, or a trembling faith. Thefe are 
notthe meaſures by which Grod judges his 
cliildren 3: for be knowerh whereof we are made, 
aud be remembers that 'we areburauſft, But the 
queſtion is, whether any-man that is cove=: 
tous or proud, falſe to his truſt, ora Drun- 
kard,can.atthe ame timo bea child of God'>- 
No certainly hecannor. ' But then we know: 
that GrodJudgesus by Jeſus Chriſt, that is, 
with theallays ofmercy, with an eye of par- 
doy, with the fentences of a Father, by the 
meaſuresafa-man, and-by-anatagy toall onr 
| Un. 
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-tueal inclination to a forbidden: objet is a 
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mealures are is now the queſtion; Fewhich 
I anſwer firſt in-genetal, and then mm pacs 
[Ds In general thus. A. Clviſtians: FROR 
cence is. always: to be mcafured bycchephaih 
lines and m © of the Command 
but are nat ta-betaken into account by uns 
certain and foad'opinions,. and the fcryples 
of 2calows andtimocous:'perfont- >My meats 
ing iz this: | Somcimen reltws chat: i >BdL. - 


fin; which they thar believe, finding them 
tobenatural, do-alfo confeſs: that fach fits 
are unavoidable, ' Bur if theſe narmriland 
firſt motions be ſins, thew a-man ac 
ther he refaſt them, or refifts them nor, whe- 
ther he prevails, or Ht not; and tliete. 
s.noathecr difference but4his 3 he cliae fights 
not againſt, 'but alwaysyiclds to his defires, 
Gnogreateft;- and he that: never yields but 
kights always, fins oftenefd, Bur chen,by: this 
Mas 1t: with indeed- be: impoſible ro 


ayoid; 
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.f ayoidmillions of fins; '/bccauſe-the very do- 
ing of our duty does ſuppolc a fin; ' If God 
ſhould impute ſuch firſt delires: to: us as fins, 
we wercall:; very miſcrable; but-if he does 
= not impute them, let us: trouble our ſelves. 
ao further about them, but to take care thae 
they never prevail upon us. 'Thus menare 
caught that tliey never ſay their prayers, but 
they commita fin. Indeed that is true but 
too often. but yet it is poſlible for us bythe 
Grace of God to-. pleaſe him in ſaying our 
prayers,; and tobe accepted of him. ' But 
#4. indeed if God did proceed againſt -us as we : 
do againſt one was no man could abide 
innocent for ſo muchas one hour.: But Gods 
Judgementis otherwiſe :: He inquires if the 
heart be right, ifour labour be true, if we 
loveno fin, if we ule prudent and efficacious 
inſtruments to mortifie our fin, if-we''go 
about our Religion 2s we go about the big. - 

geſt concerns of our life ; if we be- ſincere 

and real in our actions and intentions, For 

this is the 4rxaphioiz that God requires of us 

all ; this is that finlefs ſtate, in which if God 

does not find us, we ſhall never ſee his glo- 
riousface, and if he does find us, we ſhall cer- 
tainly be ſaved by the blood: of: Jeſus. © For 

in the ſtyle of Scripture' to be iAnehus x, 

; dA TEC goo 
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«rejaors is the ſame thing ; robe Gere, _— 
and tobe _— __— all ohne. *Thus - 
David-ſpake heartily, F am ntterly purpbi 
that ne Ns hot offend; and thou” ſbile 
find no wickedneſs in me. He that endeavours 
chis, and hopes this, and does aQtions, arid 
uſcs means accordingly; not being deceived 
by his own. falſe” lieart,. net abuſed by &vil 
propoſitions, thisman will ſtand uprightin 
the Congregations of the” Juſt; and though 
he cannotchallengeHeaven by mertt,* yet he 
ſhall receive itas a' gift, by promiſe ad by 
grace. ' Lex nos innotentes- efſe jubet, non cn- — 
rioſor, ſaid Seneca. For God takes no judg- 
ment of us by any meaſures but of the 
Commandment wiskour; abd'the heart and 
the conſcience within 3- but he nevet intend- 
ed his Laws to bea fnare tous, or to entrap 
us; with conſequences and Yarknterpreta- 
tions,: by-large dedu&ions- and witry {inili- 
tudes of faults ; but he requires of us a fin- 
cere heart and a hearty labour'in the work 
of his. Commandments: che ehlls upon 'us 
to avoid ,all that whichohisTawplainly for- 
bids, and: whicls otir | conſeientes” do+ con= 
demn.:; *Fhis is the general meaſure. The 
particulars are briefly "theſe, » ©- Wh 
it, Every Chriſtian is\bound to arrive 
; at 
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haye remaining in þim 


beccucified ; the body of fin- maſt 
bedeſtroyed ;: he muſt no. longer ſerve fin ; 
fip ſhall not have the Jominjon over you. 
All theſr are the Apoſtles words ; that is 
plainly;as I have already declared, you muſt 
not be at that paſs, that though ye would 
avoid fin ye. cannot. For he that is ſo, is 
a moſt perfe& ſlave, and Chriſts freed man 


_ cannot be {6..../Nay, he that loves fin, and 


delights init, bach no liberty indeed, but 
he bath more ſhew of it, than he that obeys 
it againſt bis will, bat ot on 


Si quicquid jubeare welis —. Ir 


He that. loyes to be in-the. place, is a- lel 
Pp ORs than he that is confined againſt 
. 2+ Hethatcommits any one fin by choice 
and deliberation is an_enetny. ta God, 'and 
1s undcr the dominion of the.'fleſh, | In the 
caſc of deliberate fins one a&'does give the 


denomination; i he is an Adulterer chat fo 


muchas once foully' þreaks the holy Laws 


ofMartiage, - He thet: offerids in gue bs guilty 
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= of all, Gaith'S: pang $. Porers md: 
5 Davids Adultery had -pailed oh to a oh 
iſſue, if the a of God, and' a great res 


tance had not interceded. Bur 
did ſo no more, andſo God reſtored then 
to Grace and Pardon, And in this ſenſe 
are the words of S. Fohbn, 5Toa Ti <papries, 
| be that does a fin is of the Devil, and be that 
is born of God *#=priev 6 nua, be does not com 
mit a fin; he chooſes none, he loves none, 
he endures none talie que non faciet bone 
fidei &» ſpei Chriftianws ; they ' do no great 
fin, and love no little one. -A fin choſen 
and deliberately done, is,as Tertullians ex- 
preſſion is, crimen deworatorinm ſalutis ; it 
deyours ſalvation, - For as there arc ſome 
ſins which can be done but once ; as aman 
can kill his Father but once, or himſelf but 
once; ſo. in thoſe things which can be re- 
peared, a perfe& choice is equivalent to a 
; habit, it isthe ſame in principle, that a ha-- 

\ bit is in the product. In ſhort he is not a 

child of God, that knowingly and delibe- 

rately: chooks any thing that Crod hates, 

3. Every Chriſtian ought to attain to 

| ſuch a ſtate of life,as thac he never fin, not 
| _ only by a-long deliberation, but alſo not 
by paſſion, . I do not lay that he is not a 
L good 
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good Chriſtian, who by paſſion is ſuddenly 
ſurpriz'd and falls into folly 3 bat this I ſay, 
that no -paſſion ought to make, him chooſe 
alin. Forlet the fin enter by anger or by 
defire, it is all one, if the conſent be gain'd. 
It isan ill fign if a man, though on the ſud- 
den, conſents to a baſe action. Thus far 
every good man is tied, not only to endea- 
vour, but to prevail againſt his Sin. 

4. There is one ſtep more; which if ie _ 
be not aQtually effe&ed, it muſt ar leaſt 
be greatly endeayvourd3 and the event 
be left to Giod :. and that is, that we firive 
for ſo great: a dominion over our fins and. 
luſt, as. that. we be not. ſurpriz'd. on a ſud- 
den. "This indeed is a work of time, and 
it is well if it be ever done; but it muſt al« 
wayes be endeavoured. But in this particuc 
lar, even good men are ſometimes unpro- 
ſperous. S. Epiphanins and S. Chryſoftom 
grew once into choler, and they paſt too 
far, and loſt more then their argument, they 
Toſt their reaſon,and they loſt their patience: 
and Epiphanius withed: that. S. Chryſoftom 
might.not dica Biſhap ; and he in a peeviſh 
exchange wiſhed that Epipbanivs might 
never return to his. Biſhoprick ; when they 
had forgotten their tooliſh anger, God re-. 

mem- 


membred- ir, and ſaid Amen to both their: 
curſed ſpeakings, Nay; there is yet a greats 
er example of humane frailty. S, Paul and: 
Barnabas were very 'holy perſons, but once 
ina heat they were both to blamc, they were 
4 - peeviſhandparted company. This was not 
very much : but God was fo diſpleaſed, | 
even for this little Fly in their Box of Oynt- : 
ment, that their ſtory ſayes, they never ſaw - 
one anothers face again. "Theſe earneſt 
emiſſions and tranſportations of paſſion do 
ſometime declare the weakneſs of good 
men ; but that even here we ought at leaſt 
toendeayourto be more than Conquerors 
appears in this, becauſe God allows it not, 
and by puniſhing ſuch follics does manifeſt. 
| that he intends that we ſhould get victory ., 
over our ſuddain paſſions, as well as our 
natural lufſts. And fo I have done with che 
third inquiry, in what degree Grod expeds 
our innocence; and now I briefly come to 
the laſt particular, which will make all the 
reſt practicable; I am now to tell you how 
all this can be effe&ed, and how we ſhall 
get free from the power and dominion of 
our fins. - | | | 
4. The firſt great inſtrument is Faith. 
He that hath Faith like a grain of Muſtard - 
L 2 \ ſeed 
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ſed can remove mountains; the mountains 
of fig ſhall fall flat-at the feet of the Faith- 
ful man, and ſhall be removed into the ſea, 


> the. Sea of Chriſts blood and penitential 


x Joh, 4. 4+ 


will 


waters, Faith owercometh the world, ſaith 
S. Fo'n; and walk inthe Spirit, and ye ſball 
not fulfil the luſts of the fleſb : there are 'two 
'of our enemies gone 3 the world and the 
fleſh, by Faith and the Spirit, by the Spirit 
of Faith ;, and as for the Devil, put. on the 
ſhield of Faith, and refift the Dewil, axd be 
flee from you, faith the Apoſtle; and the 
powers of fin ſeem inſuperable to none, but 
to. them that have not Faith; we do not 
believe that Giod intends we ſhould do what 
he ſeems to require of us; or elſe we think 
that though Gods grace abounds, yet ſin 
muſt ſuperabound expreſly againſt the fay- 
ingofS. Panl, orelſe we think that the evil 
ſpirit is ſtronger than the good Spirit of God. 
Hear what S. Fobs ſaith, My Litle children, 
ye are of God, and have overcome the evil one ; 
for the Spirit that 3s in you is preatev than that 
which is in the warld. Believeſt thou this ? 
If youdo, I ſhall tell you what may be the 
event ofit. When the father of the boy, 
poſſeſſed with the Devil, told his ſad ſtory 


Mark. 9. 23-to Chriſt; be faid; Moſter if thou' can$# do 


any 
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him, If thou cenft beliewe,allthings ere poſſible 
to bim that believeth, N.'B. And therefore 
if you do believe this, go to your prayers, 
and go to your guards, and go to your la- 
bour ; and try what Grod will do far: you. 
For whatſoever things ye defire,. when ye 
pray, believe that ye ſhall recciye: them, 
and ye ſhall have them. Now conſider ; 
Do not we every day pray |#n the” Divine 
Hyman called Te Deuzm, Vouchſofe, 0 Lerd, 
to keep n8 this day without fin > And intheColk 
le& at morning prayer, | aud grant that this 
day we fall into_no fin, neither ruw inta any - 
kind of denger, but that oll our deings may be 
ardzred by thy gowernance, to do alwayes that 


* which is righteous in thy fght?}] Have. you 


any hope, or any faith when you ſay that 


. Prayer? And if you do-your _—_ you: 


can, do you think the failure -will [b' 

Crads part? . Fear not that; if you can 
truſt in God, and. do accordingly 3 theugb 
your: fins were as. ſcarlet, yet they ſhalt be as 
white as. ſnow, and pure-a+. the feet! of, the- 
holy Lamb,. Only let. us forlake all thoſe 
weak propoſitions which cut the nerves of- 
faith, and make it impoſlible for usto aQtuate 


| all our good delires, or' to come out from: 


the power of ſin. 2, He: 
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2e 'He that woufd be free from the ſlavery 
of Sin, and theneceſlity of finning muſt al- 


wayes i watch, - I, that's the 'point ; but 


who can watch alwayes? Why every good 
man can watch alwayes: and that we may 
not be deceived in- this, let us know, that 
the ranning away from a temptation is a part 


of our watchfulneſs, and every good em- 


ployment is another great part of it, and a 
laying in proviſions of Reaſon and Religion 


before hand,is yet a third part of this watch- 


fulneſs ; and the converſation of a Chriſtian 
isa perpetual watchfulneſs ; not a continual 
thinking of that one, or thoſe many things 
which-may indanger us.; butitis a continual 
doing ſomething direQty or indireQly againſt 


ſin. He either prayes to Cod for his Spirit, or 


relies upon the promiſes, or receives the 'Sa- 
crament,'or goes to his Biſhop for Counſel 
anda Bleſling, or to his Prielt for Religious 
offices, or places himſelfat the feet of good 
men to hear their wiſe ſayings, or calls for 
the Churches'prayers, or does-the *duty of 
his calling, or a&ually reiiſts Temptation, 
or frequently renews his holy. Purpoſes, 
or fortifies himſelf by Vows, or fearches into 


his Danger by a'daily examination/;" ſo that 


inthe whole he is for ever upon his guards. 


*T his 
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- This duty arid OE of a Chriſtian ; 18 


like watching leſt 'a.-man cut his fanger. 
Wiſe men do not often cut their fingers, and 


. yet every day they uſe a knife; and a mans eye 


isa tender thing, and every thing can do-it 
wrong, and cyery thing can put it out; yet 


| becauſe we love our eyes 'fo well; - in-the. 


midſt of ſo many dangers, by Gods provi=- 
dence anda prudent natural care, by wink 
ing when any thing comes againſt them,and 
by turning afide when a blowis offered,they 


_ are preſerved fo certainly; that not. one man 


in ten thouſand does.bya ſtreak loſe one: of 
bis eyes in all his life time. Ifwe would 
tranſplant our natural care to a ſpiritual. 
caution, -we might by: Gods grace: be kept 


from loſing our ſouls, as we are from: lofing- 


our eyes ;. and becauſe a perpetual: watch= 
fulneſs is our great defence, and: the:iper= 
petual preſence 'of Crods grace” is our great 
ſecurity, and that this Grace never leaves 
us,unleſs-we leave it, and the precept of a 
dayly, watchfulneſs is a thing not only fo rea- 


ſonable,but ſo-many caſy wayes to be perfor- 


med, we ſee upon what terms we may be quit 
of our fins, and more than Conquerors over 
all the enemies & impediments ot Salvation; 


3+. If you would'be in the: ſtate of 'the 
Lis. 
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Liberty of the Soxs of God, that is, that you 
may not be ſervants of fin in any inſtance, 
be fure ia the mortifications of fin, willinge 
ly or careleſly to leave no remains of it, 
no neſt-egg, no principles of it, no affe&i- 
ons to it ; if any thing remains, it will 
proveto us as Manna to the ſons of Jſreel '6n 
" theſecond day, it will breed worms and ſtink. 
Therefore labour againſt every part of it,re- 
ze& every propoſition that gives it counte- 
nance 3. Pray-'to Cod againſt ir all; and 
what then ?- -Why then, Ack and you ſpall = 
bave ( ſaid Chriſt, ) Nay, lay ſome ; it 
is true ; you ſhall be heard ; but in part on- 
ly ; for God will leave fome remains of fin 
within -us, leſt we. ſhould become 'proud 
by being innocent, Sovainly do men ar- 
gue againſt Crods goodneſs and their own 
bleflings' and Salvation,. p7 mA&#wG. rim x; 
TERS, i TEXzMaTHaL drfANvTEL (ag'S, Ba- 
fil fayes ) they contrive witty arts to- undo 
themſelves, being intangled in the periods 
of ignorant diſputations. Bur as tothe thing 
< it ſelf, if by the remains of ſin they mean the 
propenfities and natural inclinations to. for- 
bidden objects; there is no queſtion but 
they will remain in us ſo long as we bear our 
fleſh about us; and furely that is a great 


argu- 


| Duer dhe Body of Sid... Gt: 

argument to make us humble. But theſe ..*, 
arenot the fins which God charges on his. 
poople, But ifby romains we mean any pare 
of chehabit of fin, aoyafieQion, any malice 
or perverſeneſs of the Will ; then itis a con- 
tradition to ſay that Cod leavesinusfuch 
remains of Sin, leſt by innocence we be- 
come Proud, For how ſhould Pride dpring /. h. 
tn a mansheart, if there bemo remainsof .Sin 
left? Andis it notthe beſt, the ſureſt way 
to curethe Pride of our hearts by taking out 
every root of bitternoſs, even the . root 'of 
Pride itſelf? Will a Phyſician purpoſely - 
leave the Reliques of a diſcale, and pretend - 
he doesit toprevent a relapſe? Andis.it nor 
morelikely he will relapſc, if the fickneſs 
be not whollycured? * But befides chis; 
If God keaves anyremains of Sinin us, what 
remainsare:they, and of whatins ® Does 
he leave the remains of Pride? Ifios that 
were a ſtrange cure to leave the remains of 
Pride in us to keep us from being proud. 
But if not ſoz but that all the remains of 
Pride be taken away by the grace of God 
blefling our endeavours; what danger is 
there of being proud, the remainsof which 
Sin are by the grace of Cod wholly taken 
away? Butthen, ifthePride of the _ 
M E 
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| and commonly is done laſt of all, who can 


beeured, which is the hardeſt to be removd, 


diſtruſt the power of the Spirit -of God, or 
his goodneſs, or his promiſes, and ſay thar 
God does not intend to cleanſe his. Sons and 
Servants from all unrighteouſhcls 3 and ac- 
cording to S. Paxls prayer, keep their bodies 
and fouls, and ſpirits, unblameable to-the com- 
ing of the Lord Feſus. But however, let 
God leave what remains he pleaſe, all will. 


| be well enough on that fide, bur Jet us be 


careful, as far as we can, that we leave none :: 
leſt it be ſeverely imputed to us, and the 
fire break out and conſume us. 

4-Let us without any further queſtion, put 


' this argumentto a material iſſue; let usdo all 


that we can do, towards the deſtruQion 
of the whole body of fin; but let us never ſay 
we cannot be quit of our Sin till we have 
done all that we can do towards the-morti- 
fication of it, For till that be done, how 
can any man tell where the fault lies, or 
whether it can be done orno, Ifanyman 


' canfſay that he hath done all that he could 


do, and yet bath failed of his duty; ifhe 
can ſay truly, that he hath endured as much 
as is. poſſible to be endured, -that he hath 
watched alwayecs, = never nodded, when 

| he 
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| hecould ayoid it, that he hath lovedagmuch” 


as he could love, - thathe hath waited till he 
can waitno longer 3 then indeed, ifhe ſaycs 


true, we muſt confeſs that it is not to' be 


underſtood, But is there any man in the 


World that does all that he can do? If 


there be, that man is blamcleſs ; if there be 
not, .then he cannot ſay but it is his own fault 
that his ſin prevails againſt him, It is true 
that no man is free from fin; but it is as 
true, that:no man does as much as he can 
againſt ir: and therefore no man muſt go 


about to excuſe himſelf -by-ſaying, no man 


is free from his fin; and therefore no man 


can be; no not by the powers of grace :: for 

| he may as well argue'thus, No man docs do- 
all that he can do againſt it ; and therefore 

it is:1mpoſſible he ſhould do what he can do. - 


'The argument is apparentlyfooliſh, and the 
excuſe is weak, and the dcception viſible, 
and fin prevails upon our weak arguings 3 
but the conſequence is plainly-this; When 
any-man commitsa fin, he is guilty before 
God; and he cannot ſay he could not help 
it, and GCiodis juſt in puniſhing every fin, 
and very merciful when he forgives us any : 
bat he that ſayes he cannot avoid it, that he 
cannot overcome his luſt, confeſſes -himſelf a 

M 2 | ſer- 
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ſervant of Sin, and that he is-not -yet res | 


deemed by the blood of the Holy. Lamb. 

&. He that would be advanced beyond 
the power and neceſlity of finning muſt take 
great caution concerning his thoughts and: 
ſecret defires. For luſt when it is conceived 


bringeth forth ſin ; but if it be ſuppreſſed. 


in the conception, it comes to nothing: 


but we find it hard to deſtroy the Serpent 


when the egg is hatched into a Cockatrice. 


The thought. is <#=#{4©. <uapria; no man 
takes notice of it, but lets it alone till the. 


fin. be too ſtrong, and then we complain 


Ile lendeter, WE cannot help tt. Nolo ſinas cogitationem. 


Fn farm creſcere. Suffer not, your thoughts to. grow 
_ & al- 


lder ad ye- dTEtyparwTY, (as S. Baſil fayes) ſuddenly, 


and cafily, and without buſineſs; but take 


heed that you nurſe them not ; but if you 
chance to ſtumble, mend your pace; and 
if you nod, letit awaken you ;. for he only 
can be a good man, that raiſes himſelf up at- 
the firſt rrip, that ſtrangles his fin in; the. 
birth.ToeITe: TÞ.s yiar $vyei,nets t'xcoas avigaylas, 
Crood men riſc up again, even before they 


fall, faith S, Chryſoftom. Now I pray con- 
ſider, that when ſin is but in the thought, 


it 1s eaſily ſuppreſſed; and if it be. ſtopr - 


there 


cit *%-up. For. they uſually come-< eg xn rus, 
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there, it .can go. no. further; and what 
cat mountain of labour is. it-then to.ab- 
in from our fin? Is not the Adultery: of 


and cannot the thoughts of the heart be 
turned afide. by doing. buſineſs, -by going 
into company, by reading. or |by-fleeping 2 
A man may diyert. his. thoughts:/by ſhakin 


of bis head, by thinking any thing eUe, by, 


thinkiog- nothing, [Da mibs Chrs 


C laith S. Auſtin.) &* imtelligit qued dice.” 


Every man. that loves Giod underſtands this, 
and more:than. this to be. true, Now if 
things be thus, and that we may be ſafe. in 


chat which. is ſuppoſed to be the hardeſe of 
_ all;. we. muſt. needs., candenan. our. ſelves, 


and-lay our faces in the duſt when we give- 
up our ſelves to any fin ; we cannot be juſti- 

fied by, ſaying we could not help it... Far 
25 it. was decreed bythe Fathers of the dran- 
fican. Council ad, Hoe etians ſecundum fidem: 
Catholicam, credimus, &#c. This we believe 

according to the Catbolick Faith, that have - 
tiz'd  by.the aid and cooperation of Chriſt, 
muſt and can ( if they will labour faithfully ) 
perform. and fulfil thoſe things which belong. 


unto ſalvation. | 
6. And: 


> ES Vs = "PO OErEOS SP 3 od EE i x - 
£ F | - ih: = 4 - > — *Y Y of 
* -< 
. i; 3 = = 
e 4 = = 
' 6 ; 
. 
- 
p 
#4 % 


received Baptiſmal, Grace, :all that are baps - 


" m > ” n R » "Ts 1 $5 # nt ad """ oY, wn if oÞ o 2 
” PE ERP 7: Sad Mee ated es ni tu don tn” Date as. SaaS ba v5 Ps ER 
ir iodart i ate fog T th od tha Re et > nes Bat 6 : * 7 
, « q So _— - VL : i — 
% x * > -f . T T os 
<4 ” © - . : FF" y ry * = 
_ k - \ CY *. . Þ . 24 b * 5 . ds by Y 
5 y - y 
: e Yi fans | p HP, , 
% 
Y - 
. - 


' 6. And laſtly. Tf fin hath gotten the 
power of any-one of us, -confider in what 
degree the ſin hath prevailed. Tfbut a lirtle, 
the batte! will be more eaſy, and the vios 
ry more certain ; but then be ſure to do it 
x merry becauſe there is not mich to be - 
done. But if fin hath prevailed greatly, 
thanindeed you have very much to do, there: 
fore begin betimes, and defer not this work 
till old age ſhall make it extremely difficult, 
or death ſhall make it impoſſible» © 


Nam quamwvis prope te, quamwvis temone ſub 


Vertentem ſeſe fruftra ſeFabere camtbilm, ' 
Cum rota' poſterior curras,” On in axe ſecun- 


If thou beeſt caſt behind; if thou baſt neg- 
lected the dutiesof thy vigorous age, thou 
ſhalt never overtake that ſtrength 3 the 
hinder wheel, though-bigger than the for- 
mer, and meaſures more gronnd- at every 
revolution $- yet ſhall neyer 'overtake it: 
and all the ſecond counſels of thy old age, 
though undertaken with greater reſolution, 
and acted with the ſtrengths of fear and need, 
and purſued with more pertinacious Fon 

| than 


LIMI 


tance, 


 _ :However if you find it ſo hard 
| get from the power of one: maſter-fmn;-ifan 

old Adulterer does dote, if an old Drunkard 
| be further from remedy than a young ſinner, 
if Cavetouſneſs grows with old age; if -am- 
bition: be ſtill more Hydropick and grows 
more thirſty for every draught of honour, 

you may caſily reſolve thatoldage, or your 

laſt fickneſs is not ſo likely. co be proſperous 

m- the mortification of :oyt long prevailing 
ſias. Do not allimen: defice: to end::their - 
dayes in Religion, to dye in the arms of the 
Church, to expire under ; the ! condu& 
of areligious man 2 - wlicniye- areifick or 'dy- 
ing, then nothing but-prayers:dhd lad 'conis 
plaints, and the; groans. of ; a tremulous re- 
pentance, ; and. the; faint. labours: of. anal: 

molt impoſſible mortification!: 'then-the dif- 

 Piſed Prieſt 4s; ſent for,} then:he is a; .gaod NB. 
man, and his words are Oracles, and Re- 
ligion -1s truth, and ſin. is.a-load,: and-the 
| finneris a fool: ther we watch: for aiwerd 
of comfort from his mouth, as. the: f 
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than the early 'repentances of young men, 

yet ſhall never overtake thoſe advantages - 
which you loſt when you: gave your yourh 
to: folly, and the cauſes'of a fad repen- 


a thing to 


Prifoner for bis fate upon the Judge an- 
fer; :;'That which Es rue: then, is 'tfae 


now y and therefore to prevent 1d: intolera« = 


ble-a danger, mortifie your ms. betime, 
for elſe you will hardly mortifie it atall. 
Remember that the ſnail outwent the Eagle 
and won the goal, becauſe the {et out bes | 
trmes. 
'Toiſfumup all, every good man 1s a new 
Creature, and Chriſtianity is not fo much 
a Divine anſtitution, as a Divine frame and 
temper of Spirit, which if we heartily pray 
for, andendeavour to obtain, we ſhall find 
it.as kardandasuneaficico fin againſt God, 
asnow we think itimpoſſible:to abſtain from 
our mioft pleafing fins. For as it isin the 
\ Spermatiok vertue of the heavens, 'which 
diffuſcsit felt Univerſally upon all ſublanary 
bodies, andfubrilly jinfinaating it ſelf mts _ 
the moſtidullandunaQive Element produces 
GoldandPcark; Lifeand motion,and brisk 
aQGivaties: th all things that can: receive the | 
influctce and heavenly bleffing3 fo it is in 
the Holy SpiritoF God,” andthe word of 
God and thegrace of God, which S. Jobn 
_ calls the ſced of :Grod, it is a law of righte- 
buſncſs, 'and itlis'a haw of the Spirit of 'Life, 
and changesnatae: intoGrace, and dulneſs 


into 
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into zeal, and- fear 'into love, and finful 
habics into innocence, and paſles on from 
grace to'grace,till we arrive at the full mea- 
ſures of the ſtature of Chriſt, and into the 
perfc( liberty of the ſons of Giad; ſo that 
we ſhall no more ſay, The evil that I would 
not that I do, but we ſhall hate what God 


| hates, and the evil that is forbidden we 


ſhall not do, not becauſe we are firong of 
our ſelves, but becauſe Chriſt is our ſtrength, 
and he is in us, and Chriſts ſtrength ſhall. 
be perfected in our weakneſs, and his grace 
will be ſufficient for us: and he will of his 
own good pleaſure work in us, not. only. to 
will, butalſoto do, welle 5+ perficere ſaith 
the Apoſtle, to will and to do it throughly, 
and fully, being ſanified throughout, to 

the glory of his Holy name, and the eter- 
nal ſalvation of our Souls, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord, to whom with the Fa- 
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You ſee then, how that by works a Man 
is  #jubljfed, and nok by Faith only. 


= Hat we arc juſtified by Faith, * 8om.z. 28. 
$ S. Paxl * calle us, that we are foo. s.” n. 

alſo juſtified by works, we are" 

ds told in my Text, and both 

7 \s may be true. But that this 
;uſtification is wrought by Faith without 
works, to bim that _ not but beliewveth, 
(faith S. Paul; ) that this is not wrought 
without works, S. Fames is as exprels for 

; 8 his negative, as 'S. Paul was for his affirma- 

| tive, and how both theſe ſhould be trae, 

, is ſomething harder to-unriddle. But affir- 

T _ wanti incumbit probatio, he that affirms muſt 

F N 2 prove3 


92 T -. Fides Formata; ER 


-Dodrine by the example of Abraham, to 
whom faith was imputed for righteouſneſs , 
and therefore not by works. And what 


. to prove that. our juſtification is by works 
mw T T allo. [ For our Father Abraham was juſtified 


both of them ; but neither of them have 
have not only made diviſions of heart among. 
other makes works to be the main ground of 
our hope and confidence, and conſequently 
to exclude the efficacy of faith, 'The one 
makes Chriſtian Religion a” lazy and un- 
aQtive inſtitution; and the other, a bold 
tempts us to live like Heathens, and the 
of $. James, and both of them put it in dan- 


ger. of evacuating the inſtitution and: the 


by as alaw-giver, and the other only 2s a Sa- 
VIOUT. . 


= prove; and therefore S, Paul proves his 


can be anſwered to.this? Nothing but this, _ 
that S, James uſes the very ſame argument, ._ 


by works, whes be offered up his ſon Ilaac. } 
Now which of theſe ſayes true? Certainly 
been well underſtood ; inſomuch that they 


the faithful, but one party relies on faith 
to the diſparagement of good life ; and the - 


preſumption on our ſelves ; while the firſt - 


other recals us to live the life of Jews, while - 
one ſayes Iam of Paul, and another, IT am 


death of Chriſt ; one looking on Chriſt on-- 
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viour: The effects of theſe are very-1ad; and 
by-all means to! be diverted by' a the wth 
conſiderations of the Spirit. 

My purpoſe is not with ſubtile arts to. re- 
concile them that never diſagreed ; the two 
Apoſtles ſpake by the ſame Spirit, and to 
the ſame laſt delign, though to differing 
intermedial purpoſes; but becauſe the great 
end of Faith, the deſign, the definition, the 
State, the Occonomy. of it,. 1s that all bez 


| lieversſhouldnot live according to the fleſh, 
but according to the Spirit;. before I fall 


co the cloſc handling of the Text, I ſhall prez 
miſe ſome preliminary conſiderations to prez 
pare the way, of holineſs, to explicate the 
differing ſenſes of the Apoſtles, to. under- 


' ſtand the queſtion and the duty, by remo= 
ving the cauſes of the vulgar "iſtakes of 
moſt men in this Article, and then Pres: 


to the main inquiry. 
I. That no man may abuſe himſelf Or 


others by miſtaking of hard words, ſpoken 


in myſtery, with allegorical expreſſions to- 
ſecret ſenſes,, wrapt up in a clond;. fuch as- 


are | Faith, and Juſtification, and- Imputati» 
on,. and Righreouſnels,, and Works }: be 
pleaſed to confider that the very word' Faith 
is in Scripture infinitely. ambiguous,. in fo- 


much. 
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- much that in the Latin Concordances of S. 


Hieroms Bible publiſhed by Robert Stephens, 
you may ſee no leſs than twenty two ſeveral 
ſenſes and acceptations of the word Faith, 
ſet down with the ſeveral places of Scripture 
referring to them, To which if out of 
my own obſervation I could add no more, 
yet theſe are an abundant demonſtration, 
that whatſoever is ſaid of the efficacy of Faith 
for Juſtification, is net to be taken in ſach 
a ſenſe as will weaken the neceſflity, and our 
carefulneſs of good life, when the word may 


in ſo many other ſenſes be taken to verifie - 


the affirmation of $S. Pal, of Juſtification 
by Faith, ſo as to reconcile it to the neceſfi. 
ty of Obedience, 

2+ Asitisinthe word Faith, ſo it is in 
works ; for by works is meant ſometimes the 
thing done, ſometimes the labour of doing, 
ſomctimes the good will; it is ſometimes 


| takenfor a ſtate of good life, ſometimes for 
the Covenant of works, it ſometimes means 


the works of the Law, ſometimes the works 
of the Goſpel; ſometimes it is taken for a 
perfea, actual, unfinning obedience, ſome- 
times for aſincere endeavour to.pleaſe God ; 
ſometimes they: are meant to be fuch' which 
can challenge the reward as' of Debt, ſome- 

31420 times 


a or, - Faith working hb 5 


times they mean only a diſpofition of the 
perſon to recieve the fayourand the grace of 
| God. Now lince our good works can be 

but of one kind, for ours cannot b& merito-+ 
rious, ours cannot be without fin all our life, 
they cannot be ſach as to need no repen- 


rance,. i is no wonder if we mult be juſtified 


without works in this ſenfe ; for by ſuch 
works ao man-living can be juſtified. And 
theſe S. Pant calls the works of -the Law, 
and ſometimes he calls them our righteoul- 
neſs, and theſe are the Covenant of works. 
But becauſe we came into the world to ſerve 
God, and God will be obeyed; and Jeſus 
Chriſt came into the world to ſave us from. 
ſin, and zo- redeem to bimſelf a people zealous 
of good works; and hath to this 5 ak re- 
vealed to us all his Fathers will, and deftroy-- 
ed the works of the Devil,and gives us his ho= 
Iy Spirit; and by him we ſhall be juſtified 
in this- obedience ; therefore. when works, 
fignifie a ſincere; hearty endeayour to keep 
all Gods commands out ofa beliefin Chriſt; 
that if we endeayour to do-ſo, we ſhall: be 
helped by his grace; and if we really doo: 
we-ſhall # pardoned for what is paſt, and 
if we continue to do ſo, 'we ſhall: receive # 
c_ of Glory, therefore it is no wonder: 
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that iris aid we are to be juſtified by works: 
alwayes meanings .not the works of the law, 
that is, works thatare meritorious, works that 
can challenge the reward ; worksthat need no 
mercy,no repentance, no humiliation,and no 
appeal to grace and favour, but alwayes mean- 
ing, works that ate an obedience to Giod by 
the meaſures of good will, and a ſincere en- 
deayour, and the faith of the Lord Jeſus. 
3+ Bur thusalfſoit is in the word [ Juſti. 
fication. ] For God. is juſtified, and wiſ- 
 domis juſtified, "and man is juſtified, and a 
finner is notzuſtified as long as he continues 
in ſin, and a ſinner is juſtified when he re- 
pents, and when he is pardoned; and an 
innocent perſon is juſtified when he is de- 
clared to be no: criminal, and a righteous 
mans juſtified when heis ſaved, and a weak 
Chriſtian is juſtified [hen his] imperfe&: fer- 
vices are acccpted for the preſent, and himſelf 
thryſt forward tomore grace; and he' that 
isJuſtified may be juſtified more.z and; every 
man that is juſtifiedto, one;purpole is not 1o 
to-all,” and; faith in diversſenias gives juſti- 
fication in as. many 3 -and therefore though 
toevery.lenſc of Faith there is not alwayes 
2 degree of juſtification in avy3i yeEwhen: 
the faith is ſuchgtbat guſtibcatiari as _ 
Ip ifs: 
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duQ@ and correſpondent, as that Faith may 
be imperfc&, ſo the juſtification is but: be+ 
, and either muſt proceed further, - or 


elſe as the faith will dy, ſo the juſtification 


- will come to nothing, Thelike obſervation 
might be made concerning imputation and 


all the words uſed in this queſtion, + bur 
theſe may ſuffice till I paſs to other particulars. 


4. Not only the word Faith, -buc alſo 


charity and godline(s, and religion fignifie 
ſometimes particular graces, and ſometimes 
they ſuppoſe Univerſally, and mean con- 
Jugattons and Unions of graces, as is evident 
to them that read the Scriptures: with obſer- 
vation. Now when juſtification is attribut= 


cd to Faith, or Salvation to godlineſs, they 


are to be underſtood inthe aggregate fenſe: 
for that I may give but oneinſtance of this; 
when S, P anl ſpeaks of faith as it is a parti- 
cular grace and ſeparate from the reſt, he 
alſo does ſeparate it from all poſfibility of 


bringing us to Heaven ; Though 1 have olt, c....,... 


Faith, ſo that T could remove Mountains, and 
bave no charity, T am nothing. When Fairly 
includes charity, it will bring us to Heaven ; 


'when'it is alone, when it is without charity, - 


it will donothingatall © 
$5. Neither can this pz0ipwnr be falved by 


Q ſaying, 
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+  Fides | Formats, | 
faying, that though Faith alone does juſti- 
fie, yet when ſhe does jaltifie ſhe is not a-- 


| lone, but good works muſt follow : for 


this 1s ſaid to no purpoſe. 1. Becauſe if 
we be juſtified by faith alone, the work is 
done, whether charity does follow or no, 
and thercfore that want of charity cannot 
hurt us. 2. There can be no imaginable 


. cauſe why charity and obedience ſhould be 


at all neceſfary, if the whole work can be 
done without it, 9+ If obedience and cha= 
rity be not a condition of our Salvation, 
than it is not neceſſary to follow faith ; but 
tfit be, it does as much as faith, for that - 


4 is but a part of the condition, - 4. If we 


can be ſav'd without charity and keeping the 
Commandments, what need we trouble. 
our ſelves for them : if we'cannot be ſaved 
without them, then either faith without 
them does not juſtifie, or if it does, we are 

never the better, for wemay be damned for 
all that juſtification, 
'The Conſequent of thefe obſervations is . 
briefly this, % 
1, That no man ſhould fool bimſelf by 
diſputing about the Philoſophy of Juſtifica- 
tion, and what cauſality faith hath in it; 
and whether it be the aG of faith that juſti. 
| fies. 
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or, Fauh working 
fies,or the habit? Whether faith as a good 
work,or faith as an inſtrument? Whether 
Faith as it is Obedience, -or faith as it isan 
acceſs to Chriſt 2 Whether as a hand, or as 
a heart? Whether by its own innate ver- 
tue, or by efficacy of the obje&? Whether 
as align, or asa thing ſignified? Whether 
by introduction,or by perfection ? Whether 
in the firſt beginnings, or in its laſt and beſt 
produttions? Whether by inherent wor- 
thineſs,or adventitious imputation? Uhe. 
rixs ifta queſo, &c. (that I may uſe the 
words of Cicero ) bec enim ſpinofiora pris, ut 
confiteor me cogunt quan ut aſſentiar. 'Thele 
things are knotty and too intricate to do 
any good; they may amuſe us, but never 
-inſtru& us; and they have already made -- 
men careleſs and confident, diſputative and 
troubleſom, proud and uncharitable, but 
neither wiſer nor better, Let us therefore 
leave theſe weak wayes of troubling our 
ſelves or others, and diretly look to the. 
Theology of ic, the dire& duty, :the end 
of Faith, and the work of Faith, the con- 
ditions and the inſtruments of our Salvation, 
the juſt foundation of our hopes, how our 
faith can deſtrey our fin, : and how it can, 
.unite us unto God ; how by it we can be 
” "0 __ made 


Tuſcul. 1. | 
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made Partakers of Chriſts death, and imita- 
tors of his life. For fince it is evident by hy | 


premiſes, that this article is not to be deter» 
mined or rclyed upon by arguing from words. 
of many ſignifications; we muſt walk by a 
clearer light,by ſuch plain ſayings and Dog= 
matical Propoittions of Scripture which eyi- 
dently teach us. our duty, and place our 


hopes upon that which eannot deceive us, 


that is, which require Obedience, which 
call upon us. to glorifie Cod, and to- do 
good to men, and tokeep all Crods Com- 
mandments, with diligence and fincerity, 
For ſince the end of our faith is that we 
may be Diſciples and Servants of the Lord 
Jeſus, advancing his Kingdom here, and 


partaking of it hereafter, fince we are com- 


 manded to believe what Chriſt taught, that 
it may appear as reaſonable as. it is neceffar 

todo what he hath commanded, fince Fait 

and works are in order one to the other, it 
is impoſſtble that Evangelical Faith, and 
Evanpelical works ſhould be oppoſed one 
to the other in the effeting of one Salvation. 
So thatas it is to no purpoſe for Chriſtians 
to diſpute whether we are juſtified by Faith 
or the works of the law, that's the Cove- 
nant of works without the help of Faith and 
the 
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the auxiliaries and allowances of merey. on 
Gods part, and repentance on ours; be- 


_ cauſe no Chriſtian can pretend'to this : fo 


it is perfe&ly fooliſh to diſpute whether 
Chriſtians are to be juſtified by Faith, or 


' the works of the Cioſpel z. for I ſhall make 


tt appear that they are both the ſame thing. - 
No man diſparages faith but he that ſayes, 
Faith does not work righteouſneſs ; for he 
that ſayes ſo, ſayes indeed it cannor juſtifie : 
tor he ſayes that faith is alone; it is faith 
only, and the words of my Text are plain; . 
you lee ( faith $.*Fames ) that is, itis evident 
ro your ſenſe, it 1s as clear as an ocular de- 
monſtration, - that aman juſtified by works 
and not by Faith only. | 

My Text hath ir in theſe two Propoſti- - 
tious; a negative and an affirmative. The 
negative is this, 1. By Faith only a man is 
not juſtified, The afficmative, 2. By 
works alſo a man is juſtified. 

When I have briefly diſcourled' of thele ; 
I ſhall only adde ſuch practical confiderati- 
ens as ſhall make the DoErines uſeful, and 
tangible, and material. 

1. By faith only a man is not juſtified. 
By faith only, here is meant, faith without 
Obedience, For what do we think of _ 

tnat 


chat detain the faith in Unrighteoulſneſs ? 
they have faith, they could not elſe. keep 
it in ſo ill a Cabinet, but yet the Apoſtle 
reckons them amongſt the Reprobates3 for 
the abominable, the Reprobates and the diſo- 
bedient are all one ; and therefore ſuch per- 
ſons for all their faith ſhall have no part with 
faithful Abraham: for none are his Children 
but they that do the works of Abraham . 
Abrahams faith without Abraham's works 3s 
nothing : for of him that hath fait", and bath 


James 2. 14.907 works, S, Fames askes, Can Faith ſave 


him? Meaning that it is impoſſible. For 
what think we of thoſe that did miracles in 
Chriſts name, and in his name caſt out De- 
vils>2 Have not they Faith? Yes, ozmemt 
| fidem, all faith, that is alone, for they could 
remove Mountainsy but yet to many of 
_ them Chriſt will ſay, Depart from me ye works 
ers of iniquity, I know you not. Nay at laſt, 
what think we of the Devils themſelves ? 
have not they faith ? yes, and this faith is 
not fides miraculorum neither, but it is an 
Operative faith, it works a litclez for it 
makes them tremble , and it may be that is 
more than thy faith does to thee: and yet 
oſt thou hope to be ſaved by a faith has 
does lels to thee, than the Devils 
P | faith 
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| _ or, Faith working by Lov. 1063 | 

faith does to him ? 'That's' impoſſible. ' For 
Faith without works ts dead; laith S. James. 
It is manns arida ſaith S, Auſtin, it isa wis- 
ther'd hand, and that which is dead: cannot 
work the life of grace in us, much leſs ob- 
tain eternal life for us, In ſhort, a man may 
have faith, and yetdo the works of unrightes 

- ouſneſs; he may have faith and'be a Devil, 
and then what can ſach a faith do to him or 
for him ? It can do him no good in the pre- 
ſent conſtitution of affairs. S. Paul, from 
whoſe miſtaken words much noiſe hath been 
made in this queſtion, 1s clear in this parti- 
cular. Nothing in Chriſt Feſus can awaihcal.s. s. 
but Faith working by Charity ; that is, as | 
he expounds himſelf once and again 3 no: 36.25 
thing but a new creature, nothing but keeping 
the Commandments of God. If faith be de- 
fin'd to be any thing that does not ehange 
our natures, and make us to bea new: Crea- 

tion unto God ; if keeping the Command- 
ments be not in the definition of faith, it 
avails nothing at all. "Therefore deceive 
not your ſelves3. they are the words of our 
Bleſſed Lord himſelf; Not ewery one that ſaith 
unto me Lord, Lord, that is, not every one 
that confelfes Chriſt, and believes in him, 


calling Chriſt Maſter and Lord ſhall be = d, 
ut 


Fides Formata, 
but betbat doth the will of my Father which is 
in Heaven, Theſe things are ſo plain, that 
they need no Commentary ; ſo evident,that 
they cannot be denyied: and to theſe 1 add 
but this one truth : that faith alone without 
a good life is ſo far from juſtifying a ſinner, , 

<thatitis one of the greateſt aggravations of 
| his condemnation in the whole World. For 
I | no man can be ſo greatly damned as he thac 
S hath faith ; for unleſs he knows his maſters 
will; that is, by faith be convinced, and 
aſlents to the revelations of the will of God, 
be can be beaten but with few ſtripes : but he 
that believes hath noexcuſe, he is <u/oxzlaxes- 
T@.z condemn'd by the ſentence of his own 
heart, and therefore TmAke! mArye!, many | 
ſtripes, the greater condemnation ſhall be _ 
his portion. Natural reaſon is a light to 
the Conſcience, but faith is a greater, and 
therefore if it be not followed, it damns 
deeper than the Hell of the Infidels and un- 
inſtruged, And fo I have done with the | 
Negative Propoſition of my Tcxt; a man - 
15 not juſtified by faith alone, that is, by 
| faith which hath-not in'it Charity and. O- 
1 | bedicnce, EOS | 
| 2. If faith alone will not doie, what will? 
= 'The affirmative part.of the Text anſwers 3 
| not 


_ or, Faith working by Love, is 
not faith alone; but works muſt be an inc ||| 
gredient: a man is juſtified by works; and- | 

that is now to be explicated and prov'd: 
It will be: abſolutely to no purpoſe to ſay 
that faith alone does juſtifie, if when a man 
is juſtified, he isnever the nearer to be fav'd. 
Now that without Obedience no man can 
goto Heaven,isſo evident in holy Scripture, 
that he that denyes it, hath no faith. There; ,, ... 
3s no peace ſaith my God unto the wicked ; and £23: 7- 
Twill not juſtifie a ſinner, ſaith God, unleſs 
faith purges away our ſins it can never juſti- 
fie. Let a man believeall the revelations of 
God, if that belief ends in its {:1f and goes: 
no further, it is like phyſick taken to purge 
the ſtomach ; if it do not work, it is ſo far 
from bringing health, that it ſelf is a new - 
ſickneſs, Faith is a great purger and puri-. 
fier oithe ſou], purifying your hearts by Faith, 
ſaith che Apoſtle. Iris the beſt phyſick in 
the World for a ſinful ſoul, bur if it does 
not work, it corrupts in the ſtomach, it 
makes us to rely upon weak Propolitions 
and rrifling confidences, it 15 but a dreaming 
p73 moArng gerlagizs, a Phantaſtick dream,and 
introduces Pride or ſuperſtition, ſwelling 
thoughts and preſumptions of the Divine 
favour. But what ſaith the Apoſtle? Follow 
" Peace 
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Tirus 3. 8. 


mo man cau ſee God, Mark that, If faith 
does not make you charitable and - holy, 
talk no more of juſtification by it; for yow 
ſhall never ſee the glorious face of God. 
Faith indeed is a title and relation to Chriſt ; 
it isa naming of his names, but what then > 
Why than ſaith the Apoſtle, Let every. one 
that nameth the name of Chrift depart from: 
iniquity. | 

For let any man confider, can the Faith 
of Chriſt, and the hatred of God Rand to- 
scther * Can any man be juſtified that does 
not love rod > Orcan any man love God 
and fin at the ſame time? And does not 
he love fin that falls under its temptation, 
and obeyes it in the lufts thereof, and de- 
lights in the vanity, and makes excuſes for 
it, and returns to it with paſſion, andabides 
with pleaſure > 'This wHl not do. it; ſuch. 
a man cannot be juſtified for all his beliey- 
ing. But therefore the Apoſtle ſhews us a 
more excellent way : This 3s @ true ſaying, 
and I will that thou affirm conſtantly, that they 
who hawvebeliewved in God, be careful to main-. 
tazn good works. The Apoſtle puts great 
force on. this Dofrine, he arms it with a 
double Preface; the ſaying is true, and it 
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12. 14: Peace 2b all men,ond bolineſs,, without which 


is to be conſtantly affiemed; chat is, it ivnoe 
only true, but neceflary ; it ts like Phoraos 
dream donbled, becauſe it is bound upon us 
by the decree of God, and it is unakterably 
certain, that every believer muſt do good 
works, or his believing will figoifie little; 
nay more than ſo, every mary muſt be care- 
ful to. do good works, and more yet; he 
mult carefully maintain them, that is, not 


_ - do themby fits and interrupted returns, bue 


Tegigzdai to be incumbent upon them, ro 
dwell upon them, to maintain good works, 
that is, to perſevere inthem. Bat Fam yer 
but in the general ; be pleaſed to go along 
with me in theſe particular confidera=z 
tions. 

e. No mans fins are pardoned, but in 
the ſame meaſure, in which they are mort 
fied, deſtroyed and taken away 5 fo that if ||| 
faith does not cure our ſinful Natures it ne- | \ 
ver can juſtifie, it never can procure onr 


- pardon. And therefore it is, that as foo 


as ever faith in the Lord Jeſus was preached}; 
at the ſame time allo'they preached repen- 
tance from dead works: in ſo much: that S. 


Paul reckons it among the fundamentals'and Heb. s. :. 


firſt Principles of — nay; the: 
Baptiſt preached repentance anc RG” 
| P a Oo 


x John 3. 8. 


Eph. 5s. 25+ 
Tit. 2. 11, 


of life as a preparation to the faith of Chriſt, 


And Iprayconfider ; can there be any for- 


givnels of fins without repentance ?. - But 
ifan Apoſtle ſhould preach forgivene's to all 
that believe, and this belief did not allo. 
mean that they ſhould repent and forſake - 
their ſin, the Sermons of the Apoſtle would 
make Chriſtiavity nothing elſe but the San= 


> Etuary of Romulus, adevice to get togethcr 


all the wicked people of the world, and to. 
make them happy without any. change of 
manners, Chriſt came to other purpoſes ;, 
he came #o ſanfifie us and to- cleanſe us by bis 
Word; the word of faith was not for it ſelf, 
but was a deſign of holineſs, and the very 
grace of God did appear, for this end; that 
teaching us to deny all. ungodlineſs and worldly 
Iufts, we ſbould live bolily, juſtly, and ſoberly 
in this preſent World; he came to gather a 
People togetherz not like Davids army, 
when -Saul purſued him, but the armies-of 
the Lord, & faithful people, a choſen generati- 
on; and what isthat? Fhe Spirit of God 
adds, a People zealous of good works, Now 
as Chriſt prov'd his power to forgive ftns by 
curing the poor mans palſie; becauſe a man 
Is never pardoned but when the puniſhment 
5 remoyed, ſo the great a&t of >” 
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love of fin, the accurled habit, the evil in- 


clination, the ſin that doth ſo cafily beſce: 
us: and when that.1s gone, what: remains-- 


within us that Giod can hate? Nothing: 
ſtayes behind, but rods creation, the work 
of his own hands, the iſſues of his holy Spi-- 
rit. 'Thefaith ofa Chriſtian is 7401; <papre- 
IG areperxn, jt deſtroyes the whole body 
offin; and to ſuppoſe that Chriſt pardons 
a ſinner, whom. he doth not alſo purge and 
r<ſcue from the dominion of fin; is to affirm 
that he juſtifies the wicked,: that he calls 
good evil, and-evil: good, that he delights 
ina wicked perſon, that he- makes a wicked. 
man all one with himſelf; that: he makes: 
the members ofa harlor attlie ſame time alſo. 
the members of Chriſt. Bur all. this is im- 
poſlible, and therefore ought not to be pre-- 
tended to by any Chriftian. Severe are thoſe: 


words of our Bleſſed Saviour, Every plantjcyn rs; 


in me that beareth not fruit he. takgth away. 
Faith ingrafts us-into Chriſt; by faith we 
are-inſerted into the vine ;. but the plant that: 

| 15. 
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_ of aſinner, the pardoning of his fins, .is: then: 
only effe&ed;, when the. ſpiritual evils: 
taken away : thats the beſt indication of: 
a real and an eternal pardon; when God: 
takes away the hardneſs of the heart, the 
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Js muſt alſo be parturient and 
fouithul, orcl( it ſhall be quite cut off from 
the root, and thrown into the everlaſting 
buroiog. Andthis is the full andplain mean - 
ing of thoſe words ſo often uled in Scripture 
for the magnification of faith, The juſt ſhall 
live by Faith. No man ſhall live by faith 
but the juſt man, he indeed is juſtified by 
faith, butno wan cle; the unjuſt and the 


uprighteous man hath no portion in this - 


matrer, That's the firſt great conſidera- 


tion in-this affairs no man. 1s juſtified in the. 


leaſt ſenſe of juftification, that is, when it 
means nothing but the pardon of ſins, but 
when. his fin is mortifiedand deſtroyed. 

2. No man is aQually juſtified, but he 
thatisin ſome meaſure ſanftified. For the 
underſtanding and clearing of which Pro- 
polition we muſt know, that juſtification 
when it 1s: attributed to any cauſe, does not 
alwayes. fignifie juſtification aGual. Thus 
when it: is-laid in Scripture, We are juft flified 


bythe death of Chriſt, itis butthe ſame thinp 


as to ſay, Chrift dyed for: us; and: he roſe 
again for us too, that we might indeed: be 
juſtificd in-due-time, and by juſt —_— 
and diſpc fitions z be dyed for onr fins,” and 
roſ: aguin far.our juſtifecation ; that is, by bi 
deat 
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power, and effefted this merey, that: if 
believe him and obey, Why = 1 juſtified 


and made capable of all the bleſſings of the . 
| Kingdom. Bur that this is no more but a 


capacity of pardon, of grace and. of falvati- 
ON, .appears not only by Gods requiring 
Obedience as a condition on our parts; but 
by his expreſly attributing this mercy to us 
at ſuch times and in ſuch circamſtances, in 
which it is certain and evident that we could: 


not actually be juſtified. For ſo ſaith the Scrip- - 
ture; We when we were enemies, were recott--Rom. 5. v.2; 


ciledio God by the death of bis Son. and while © 


we mere yet ſinners,. Chriſt died for us, that 
is, then was our Juſtification wrought on: 


Gods part, that is, then he intended. this: 
mercy to-us, then he reſolved to ſhew. us fa- 


vour, to give us Promiſes, and Laws, and 
Conditions, and hopes, and an infallible 
Occonomy of Salvation; and- when faith 
layes hold on this Grace, and this Juſtifica-: 


tion, then. weare to-do the other part of it; - 


that is, as Crod made it. potential by the 
death gnd reſurreGion of. Chriſt, fo we lay- 
ing holfl on theſe things by Faith, and work-- 
ing the Righteouſneſs of Faith, that is, ,per-- 
forming what is required on ouriparts, we,, 


death and ReſurreQion he hath obtained.this: 


> ES -2 0 _— . as > S __ . nt s h n 4 RW : L IY mn 
> Y Ee OE <LI” "= PEERS EO "II 20, IF") > Eo EN "= > —— F - A : .- < XY CT, 

= > KS — 236 $ pre . Eg BY J- w ? 25 > > SER 7 _ F- « R = os Doe 

. ; ; ; - 

-” 
OT. W 4 - - - . 
" Ss, . ©  » - # 3 z $ 
OS # —_ 2 i - ”. - » > 


"OLI 2 CATE IE NEEA + 


Ecclus. 31. 


I fay, makeitaQual; and for this very reas 
ſon it is that the Apoſtle puts more Empha-. 


fie upon the Reſurrettion of Chriſt than up- 


on his Death. Who is he that condemmeth ? 
* Tr 5s Cbriſt that died, yea rather, that 3s riſen 
again. And: Chrift was both delivered for our 
ſins, and iz riſen again for our juſtification 3 
implying ro us, that as it 1s in the principal, 
ſo it 151n the correſpondent : z our fins indeed. 
are potentially pardoned, when they are 
-mark'd out for death and crucifixion ; when. 
by reſolving and fighting againſt fin we dy 
to fin daily, and are ſo made conformable 
to his death; but we muſt partake of Chriſts 
ReſurreQion before this Juſtification can 
be actual, when we are dead to fin, and are 
riſen again anto righteouſueſs, then as we are 
Partakers of bis Death, 1o we ſhall be partaters 
of his Reſurrefion ( ſaith S. Paul ) that is, 
then we are truly, effectually, and indeed 
juſtified. Till than we are not. 

He that loweth Gold ſhall uct be juſtified, ſaith 
the wiſe Beyſrrach , he that is covetous, let 
his faith be what it will, ſhall not be account- 
£d righteous before God, becauſe he is not 
ſoin himſelf, and he is not ſo in Chriſt, for 
heis not in Chriſt at all ; he hath no rights 
ouſneſsin himſelf, and he hath r nonein Chriſt, 
for 
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' forif we be in Chriſt, or if Chriſt be in us, 
 thebodyis dead by reaſon of fin, and the Spirit 
75 life becauſeof righteouſneſs, For this is the 
79 m5, that faithful thing, that is, the faith- 
fulneſs is manifeſted, the Emmun, from 
whence comes Emmnnah, which is the Hebrew 
word for Faith ; from whence Amen is de- 
riv'd, Fiat quod diiumeſt hinc inde ; boc  fiduns 
eft, when Crod and we both ſay Amen to our 
promiſes and undertakings. Fac fidelis fis 
fedeli, cave fidem fluxam geras ; ſaid he in the 
Comedy, Cod is faithful, be thou ſo too 


for ifthou faileſt him, thy faith hath failed 


thee. Fides ſumitur pro eo quod eft inter 
utrungque placitum, layes one3 and then it is 
true which the Prophet and the Apoftile ſaid; 
the Tuft ſball live by faith, in both ſenſes: ex 

e mea vivet, ex fide ſua; we live by Gods 
Faith, and by our own; by his Fidelity, 
and by ours. When the righteouſneſs of 
Crod becomes your righteouſneſs, and exceeds 
the righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, 
when: the righteouſneſs of the Law is ful- 
filled in ns, by walking not after the fleſb but 
after the Spirit ; then we are juſtified by 
/ Grods truth and by ours, by his Grace, and 
/ our Obedience. So that now weſce that 
| Juſtification and SanRQification cannot be 
”.- NINE EE. diſtin- 
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diſtioguiſhed,but 25 words of Art Ggvifyiog 


' = the various ſteps of progreſlion in thelame 


courſe ; they may be diſtinguiſhed -in no- 
tion and ſpeculation ; but never when they 


are to paſs on to material events: for no. 


man 1s juſtified but he that is alſo lanfified , 
They are the expreſs words of S. Paxl, Whonr 
he did foreknow, them be did predeftinate 10 be 
conformed tothe image of bis Son, to be like to. 


Chriſt 3 and then it follows, Whom be hath 
predeſiinated, ſo predeſtinated, them be hath 


alſo called, and wbom he bath called, them be 


bath alſo juſtified ; and then it follows, Whone 
be hath juſtified, theme he hath alſo glorified... 


So that no man ts juſtified, that is, fo as to. 
figniftie Salvation, but SanGafication muſt 
be precedent to it ; and that was my ſecond 
conſideration rep 53 Jazzy that which I 
was tO proves 


--7 I pray conkder ; that he that does not | 


believe the promiſcs of the Goſpel, cannot 
pretend to Faith in Chriſt ; but the promi- 
ſes are all made to us upon the conditions 
of Obedience > And he that does not believe 


them as Chriſt made them, believes them 


not atall. In well doing commit your ſelves to 
God as unto 6 feitbſul Creator; there is no 


committing our {clues to.God without well- 


doing; 
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doing ; - For Ged will render to- every ” 
IS indignation end wrath ;" but to'thens 
by patient continuance in well- doing ſeek for 


glory, and honour, and immortality, to them 


eternal life. So that if faith apprehends any. 


other promiſes, itis il}uſton,. and not faith. 
God gave us none ſuch, Chriſt- purchaſed 
none ſuch for us; fearch the Bible over and 
ou ſhall find none ſuch. Bur if faith layes 
| bold on theſe promiſes that:are, and as th 
are, then it becomes an Article of our faith, 
that without obedience, and a {incere en- 
deavour to keep Crods Commandments, 
no-man living can be juſtified. And there= 
fore let us take heed when we magnifie the 


free Grace of God, we do not exclude the 
conditions which this free Grace hath ſee. 


upon us. Chriſt freely dicd for us; Grod 
pardons ns freely in our firſt acceſs eo him; 
we could never deſerve pardon, becauſe 
when we need pardon we are enemies, and. 
have.no good thing in us ; and he freely gives 
us of his Spirit, and freely he enables ns to 
obey him; and for our little imperfe& ſer- 
vices he freely and bountifully will give ns 
eternal lite ; here is free Cirace all the way, 
and he overvalues his pitiful ſervices, who 
| Q_2 _ thinks 


| Fy 47 ac- Row. 
cording #s bis deeds; to themthat obey wnrig bree* 


207, - 
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thinks A he deſerves Heaven by them; 

: - and thatif he does his duty tolerably, eter» . 
nal- life is not a free gift to him, but a de- 

ſerved reward. 


Conſcins eft animus mens, experientia reſlis, 
Myſtica que retuli dogmate wera ſcio. 

Non tamen idcireco ſcio me fore glorificandum, 

Spes mea crux Chriſti, gratia, non opera. 


It was the meditation of the wiſe Chan- 
cellor of Paris. bþ know that without a 
good life, and.the fruits of repentancega (in- | 
ner cannot be juſtificd ; and therefore I muſt 
live well,or I muſt dy for ever. But if I do live 
holily, I do not think that I'deſerve Heaven,it 
is the croſs of Chriſt that procures me grace 3 

tis the Spirit of Chriſt that gives me grace z. 
it is the mercy and the free gift of Chriſt that | 
brings me unto Glory, But yet he that: - 
ſhall exclude the works of faith from the } 
Juſtification of a ſinner by the blood of 
Chriſt, may as well fas. x faith it ſelf ;. 
for faith it ſelf is one ot the works of God : 
it isa good work 3 ſo ſaid Chriſt to them tha 

' Johns. 28. asked him. [ What | ſoall we do to work the works. 1 

_ of God? Feſus ſaid, This is the work of God, 1 - 
that ye believe on bim whomhe heb ſent.) EF aith. | 
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is-not only the Foundation of good works; _ 
bur it ſc] is a good work; 1t is nor-only the 
cauſe_of obedience, - but; a part: of it ;: itvis 
not only as the Son of Szrach callsit; ; zniteum 
 adhbarendi Deo, a beginning of cleaving unto 
Crod ; but it carrics us on to the perfetion 
of it. . Chriſt.is the Anthor and -fintther of 
our. Faich, -and- when -Faith- 1s: finiſhed, a 
good life is made perfe& in our kind, Let: no 
man therefore expe events for which he 
hath- no promiſe, nor call for Gods fidelity 
without his own faithfulneſs, nor-ſnatch' at: 
a promi:e without performing the conditi- 
on. nor think faith to be a hand to appre- 
hend Chriſt, and to do nothing-elle ;: for 
that will but deceive us, and turn Religion 
inco words, and holineſs into. hypocriſy, 
and. the promiſes of Crod into a ſnare, and 
the truth of God intoaly. For when God 
madea.Covenant of faith; he made alſo the 
viwG. misw;, the lawot Faith, and when: he 
admitted us to a Covenant of more mercy 
than was 1n the Covenant of works,or of the 
law, he did not admit us to a. Covenant of 
idleneſs, and incurious-walking in a State 
of diſobedience, but the mercy of Crodlead= 
eth us to repentance, .and when he gives us 
hetter-promiſes, he intends we ſhould pay: 
him. 
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him a better obedience: when he forgives 
us what is paſt, he yy maggptny huts fin no 
more: when he offers us His graces, he 
would have us to make uſe of them; when 
he cauſes us to diſtruſt our ſelves, his mean- 


ing is we ſhould rely upon him ;. when he en- 


. ables us to do what he cammands us, he 
. commands. us to do all that we can. And 


therefore this Covenant of Faith and mercy 
is allo a Covenant of holineſs, and the grace 
that pardons us does alſo purifie us; for fo 
ſaith the Apoſtle, He that bath this hope pus 
rifies himſelf even as God is pure, And when 
we are ſo, then we are juſtified indeed ; 
this is the 1#@. Ti5w, thelav of Faith 3 ' and 
by works in this ſenſe, that is, by the works 
of Faith, by Faith working by love, and 
producing fruits worthy of 'amendment of 
life, we are juſtified before God. And fo 
I have done with the affirmative Propoſition 
of my Text ; you ſee that a man is juſtified 
by works. 

Bue there is more in-it then this matter 
yet amounts to. For'S, Fames does not ſay, 
weare juſtified by works, and are not juſti- 
fied by Faith; that bad been irreconcileable 
with 'S. Paxl; but we are fo juſtified by 
works, that it is not by Faith alone; it 1s 
Faith 
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Faith and works together : thats, it ip by 
the Unaxol 7/:w05 by the obedicnce of Faith; 
by the works of Faith, by the law of Faiths 
by righteouſneſs Evangelical, by the con-. 
ditions of the Goſpel and -the meaſures'of 
Chriſt, I have. many things to- lay in this 
particular ; but -becaule I have but 2 little 
rime left to ſlay themin, I will ſum it all up 
:n this Propoſition, T hat in the queſtion of 
juſtification and ſalvation, Faith and good 
works are nopart of a diſtinQtion, but mem= 
bers of one intire body. Faith and 
| works together work the righte- 
oulneſs of (Tod. That is, that I may ane 
plaialy, juſtifying faith contains in ir obedi- 
ence: and if this be made good,then the two- 
Apoſtles are reconciled to each other, and 
both of them to the neceſlity, the indiſpen- 
fable neceſlity of agood lite. oy 
Now that juſtifying and ſaving Faith muſt 
bedefined by ſomething more than an a& of 
underſtanding, appears noconly in this,that 
S. \ Peter reckons Faith as diltintly from: 
knowledge, as he does from patience, or 


rengeh or brotherly kindneſs 5 ſaying ([ Add _ I: $. 


10 your faith wertue, 10 wertne knowledge |: but- 
in this alſoz becauſe an error in life, and 
whatſoever js againit holinels, isagainſt yu__ 


2 The. 3. 2. 


x Tim. 5. 8. 


70 Fides" Formara, 
And: therefore S, P aut reckons the lawleſs 
and the diſobedicnt, murders 'of Parents, 
man-ſtealing and ſuch things to be againſt 
ſound doctrines, for the doctrine of Faith is 
called i xz Hoteuar 92x, 'the dodrine 
that is according to godlineſs, And when 
S, Paul prayes againſt ungodly men, he adds 
this reaſon, £4 nero ini for all men 
bave not Faith $ meaning that wicked men 
are Infidels and Unbeljevers, and particu- 
larly he affirms of him that does not provide for 
his own, that he hath denyed the Faith. Now 
from -hence it follows that faith is godlineſs, 


- becauſe all wickedneſs is infidelity, it is an 


Apoſtacy from the Faith. Ile erit, ille no» 
cens qui me tibi fecerat hoftem, he that fins 
againſt God, he is the enemy to the Faith 
of Jeſus Chriſt ; and therefore we deceive 
our ſelves if we place faith in the underſtand- 
ing 'only , it is not thar, and it does not 
dwell there, but # xatzpp ovation, faith the 


_ -Apoſile, the. Myſtery. of Faith is' kept 'no 


where, ' it: dwells no whete but.in a pure con-. 
ſoience.'+ £7 19% < : 
For I conſider that ſince all moral habits 


are beſt defined by. their operations, we can 


beſt underſtand whatfaith is by ſeeing what 
it does; * 'To this purpoleihear S;, Paul, By 
| faith 
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Sacrifice than Cain. By faith Noah made an 
Ark. Byfaith Abraham left bis Country and 
offered up h3s Son, By faith Moles choſe to ſuffer 
affliftion, and accounted the reproach of Ghriſt 

reater than all the ricbes of Egypt. In ſhore; 
the children of Grod by faith ſubdued King- 
doms, and wrought righteouſneſs: 'To work 
righteouſneſs is as much the duty and work 
of faith as believing 1s. So that now we 
may quickly make an end of this great in- 
quiry, whether a man is juſtified by Faith, 
or by works, for he is ſo by both; if you 
take it alone, faith does not. juſtifie, but 
take it in the aggregate ſenſe as itis uſedin 
the queſtion of Juſtification by S. Paul, -and 
then faith does not only juſtifie, but it ſan- 
Qifies too, and then you need to inquire no 
further 3 obedience is apart of the definition 
of faith,as much as it is of Charity. This 
is love, ſaith S. John, that we keep bis Com- 
wandments, And the very ſame is affirmed 


of Faith too by Beaſirach, He that belieweth Eceſus. 32. } 


the Lord will keep his Commandments, 
I have now don with all the Propoſitions 


expreſled and implyedin the Text ; give me 


leave to make ſome praftical Conſiderations, 
and ſo I ſhall diſmiſs you from this Atten- 
tion. R "The 


feith Abel offered up. to God « more excellent, ,,, _ 


The riſe I take from the words of S. Epi- 


"phanins ſpeaking in praiſe of the Apoſtolical 


and pureſt Ages of the Church, - There was 
at firſt no diſtingion of Se&s and Opinions 
in the Church : ſhe knew no difference cf 
men, but good and bad there was no ſe- 
paration made, but what was made by piety | 
or impiety, . or ( ſayes he ) which is all one, 
by fidelity and infidelity, mTi5% 4 inixzox 
TB Yer ievious txove 3mISIQ Of ime won aoffcing | 
Tov yaetnlngs x, mzexrouizg, For Faith hath in 
it the Image of godlineſs engraven; and in- 
fidelity hath the character of wickedneſs and 
prevarication, Aman was not then eſteem- - 
ed a Saint: for diſobeying his Biſhop or an 
Apoſtle, nor for miſunderſtanding the hard 
ſayings of S, Paul about predeſtination : to 
kick againſt the laudable cuſtoms of the 
Church was not then accounted a note of 
the godly party: and to defpiſe Grovern= 
ment was but an ill mark, and weak indi- 
cation of being a good Chriſtian. 'The 
Kingdom of Crod did not then conſiſt in. 
words, but in power, the power of godli- 
neſs ; though now we. are fallen jnto ano- 
ther method : we have turned all Religion 
into Faith, and out Faith is nothing bur the- 
producions of intereſt or diſputing it is 
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adhering to a party, anda wrangling apainſt 
all the Es babes and wha > hn 
of what Religion he is of, we underſtand 
the meaning to be, what faftion does the — 
follow 3 what are the articles of his Se&, 
not what is the manner of his life ; and if 
men be zealous for their party: and that in= 
tereſt, then they are precious men, though 
otherwiſe they be Covetons as the grave, 
factious as Dathan, Schilmarical as Corgb, 
or proud as the falling Angels, Alas'/ theſe 
things will but deceive us; the faith 'of a 
Chriſtian cannnot conſiſt in ſtrifes about 
words, and perverle diſputings of men, 
Theſe things the Apoſtle calls prophane ant: Tim.z. 16. 
©4in Bablings ; and mark what he fayes of 
them, theſe things will encreaſe is! TAs» 
ao: ca; TAGOV ZoiCmay. 'They are in theme 
ſelves ungodlineſ(s and will producemore3: 
they will encreaſe unto more ungodlineſls.' 
But the faith of a Chriſtian had other mea- - 
ſures : that was faith then which made meni AS. 
faithful co thetr vows in Baptiſm, | The 
faith ofa Chriſtian wasthe beſt ſecuricy in: 
contraqs, and a Chriſtians : word was as 
good. as his bond, becauſe he was faithful 
that promiſed, anda Chriſtian would rather: 
dy then break his word; and was alwayes' 

| R 2 true 
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true to his truſt ; he was. faithful- to his. 
Friend, and loved as Fonathan did David. 
'Fhis. was the Chriſtian Faith then :-theic 
religion was to hurt no man, and to do. 
good to every man, andlo it ought to be. 
True Religion is to wiſfit the Fatherleſs- and 
Widow, and to keep our ſelwes unſpoited of. the: 
World. That's a good religion, that's pare 
and undefiled : ſo S. Fames, and S, Chryſoſtons 
defines fuoi&wer, true religion to be Tisw 
xz0zegy x, pw Buy, a pure faith and a godly. 
life, for they makeup the whole myſtery of. 

od incls ; and no man could then pretend 
toFaith, but he that did do valiantly, and 
ſuffer patiently, and reſiſt the Devil, and 
overcome the world. Theſe things arc as prc= 
perly the actions of Faith, as alms is of Cha- 
rity, and therefore they miſt enter into the 
moral definition of it, And this was truly 
underſtood by Salvian, that wie and godly 
Prieſt of Maſfzlze ; what is Faith, and what 
1s believing - ( ſaith he ): bominem fideliter 
Chriſto credere eſt fidel:m Deo eſſe, h, ce. fideli- 
ter Dei mandata: ſervare, That man-does. 
faithfully believe in Chriſt who is faithful 
unto Cred, who faithfully.keeps rods com- 
mandments : anditherefore: let us::meaſure 
our Faith here by our. faithfulneſs ta God, 


and 
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and by. our. diligence to do) our © Maſters 
Commandments;. For Chriftianorum omnis 


religio ſine ſcelere &- m-:cula wivere, laid LatJ-Infti.1.s. c. 
antins. The whole religion of a Chriſtian” | 


3s to live unblameably ; that is, in all holi- 
neſs and purity of converſation. 

2. When our faith is ſpoken of as the 
great inſtrument of juſtification and- falva- 
tion, take Abraham's faith as your beſt pat- 
tern, and that w:ll end the diſpute, becauſe 
that he was juſtified by Faith when his faich 
was mighty in eftect ; when he truſted in 
God, when he believed the promiſes, when 
he expected a reſurreGion of thedead, when 
he was ſtrong in Faith, when he gave glory 
to God, when againſt hope he believed in 
hope, and when ail this paſt into an a&- of 
a moſt glorious. obedience, even denying 
his greateſt deſires, contradicting his moſt 
paſſionate affe&ions, offering to (Tod the 
beſt ching he had, and expoling to death 


his beloved. Iſaac,. his laughters, all his joy - 


at the command of Grod: By. this faith he 
was juſtified, faith S: Paul, by theſe works he 
Was juſtified, faith-S, Fames ; that 18, by this 
faith working. this obedience, And then 
all the difficulty is over-; only remember this, 
your faith is- weak.and-will do bu little for: 
yous. 


you, if it benot ſtronger then all your ſe- 
cular defires and all your peeviſh angers. 
Thus we- find in the holy Goſpels, this con- 
Mark, 11-24-junQtion declared neceſſary, Whatſoewer 
things ye deſire, when ye pray, believe that ye © 
receive them, and ye ſhall have them, Here 
1s as glorious an event promiſed to Faith 'as 
can be exprefied, Faith ſhall obtain any 
thing of (Tod. True ; but itis not Faith 
alone ; but faith in prayer faith praying, 
not faith ſimply believing. So S. James; 
the prayer of F aith ſball ſawe the ſick, but adds, 
it muſt be the effetual fervent prayer of a 
righteous man, ſo that faith ſhall prevail ; 
but there muſt be prayer in faith, and fer 
vour in prayer, and deyotion in fervour, 
and righteouſneſs in devotion, and\then 
1mputethe effect ro faith if you pleaſe, pro- 
| vided that it be declared; that effe&cannot 
be wrought by Faith unleſsit be ſo qualified, 
But Chriſt adds one thing more. When ye 
ftand praying, forgive, but if ye will ndt for- 
give, neither will your Father forgive you. 'SO - 
that it will be to no purpoſe to ſay a man is 
zuſtificd by faith, unleſs you mingle charity 
with it : for without the charity of forgive- 
neſs, there can be no pardon; and then 
Juſtification is but a. word, when it effe&s 
D nothing. 3» Let 
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3- Let every one take heed that by an 
importune adhering to and relying upon. a 
miſtaken Faith, he do not really. mike 
a ſhipwrack of a right Faith. Hymenens OO 
Alexander loſt their faith by putting away a 
good conſcience, and what matter 1s it, of 
what religion or faith a man be of, -it he: be 
a Viffain and a cheat, a man ofno truth, and 
of no truſt, a lover of the World, and 
not a loyer of God. Bur I pray conſider, 
can any man bave faith. that denyes Crod e 
F Thats not poſlible : and cannot a man as 
=. weil deny Godby an evil aQion,as by an he- 
E | retical Propoſition ? Cannot a man deny 
1 Crod by works as much as by words 2 Hear 
=— - what the Apoſtle iayes, They profeſs thatrir.r.16. - 
1 they know God, but in works they deny bim, be- : 
' ing ebominable aud diſobedient, and untoewvery 
good work reprobate» Dilobedience is a de- 
nying od, Nolumus bun: regnare,is as plain 
a renouncing of Chriſt, as nolumms- buic cre- 
dere. It is to-no purpolc to lay we believein : 
Chriſt and have faith, unleſs. Chrift reign - A 
in cur hearts by faith, | 4 
4. From thele premiles we may ſee but too- 
evidently, thar though a great part of man- 
kind pretend to be faved by Faith, yet they 
know not whatitis, . or elſe wiltully miſtake 
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© Fides Formara, - 
it, and place their hopes upon fond, or the 
more unſtable water. Believing is the leaſt 
thing in ajuſtifying faith, For faith isa con- 
Jugation of many Ingredients ; and faith is 
a Covenant, and faith is a law, and faith is 
obedience, and faith is a work, and indeed 
itis a ſincere cleaving to and cloſing with 
the terms of the Gioſpel in every inſtance, 
in every particular. Alas! the niceties of a 
ſpruce underſtanding, and the curious no- 
things of uſeleſs ſpeculation, and all the opi- 
nions of men that make the diviſions of 
heart, and do nothing elſe, cannot bring us. 
one drop of comfort in the day of tribulation; 
and therefore are no parts of the ſtrength of 
faith. .Nay, when a man begins truly to fear 
Cod, and isin the Agonies of mortification, 
all theſe new-nothings and curioſities will 
ly negle&<d by, as baubles do. by chil- 
'dren when they are deadly fick. Bur that 
only is faith that makes us to love Crod, to do | 
his will, to ſuffer his impoſitions, 'to rruſt 
his promiles, to {ee througha cloud, to over- 
come the World, to refiſt the Devil, to ſtand 
in the day of tryal, and to be comforted in 
all our ſorrows. + This is that precious faith 
© ſo mainly neceſſary to be inſifted on, that 
** by it we may be Sons of the free woman, 
. © libert 


- or, Faith working by Love. | 


_ © [;beri a vitiss ac ritibus, that the true Iſaat 


© may be in us, which 1s. Chriſt according 
<« to the Spirit, the wiſdom and power of 
<« God, a Divine vigour and life, whereby 
& we are enabled with joy and cheerfulnels 
«to walk in the way of rod. By this you 
may try your faith, if you pleaſe, and make 
an end of this queſtion. Do you believe in 
the Lord Jeſus, yea or no 2, God forbid elle, 
but if your Faith be _ it will abide the 
trial, There are but three things that make 
the integrity of Chriſtian faith, believing 
the words of God, confidence in his good- 
neſs, and keeping his commandments. 

For the firſt, it is evident that eyery man 
pret:nds tot ; if he calls himſclfChriſtian, 
he believes all that is in the Canon of the 
Scriptures, and if he did not, he were indeed 
no Chriſtian.. But now conſider, what think 


we of this Propofition 2 All ſball be dammed. Ticc. +. 12: 


who believe ot the truth, but have pleaſure in 
anrighteouſueſs. Does not every man believe 
this ? Is it poſlible they can believe there is 
any ſuch thing as unrighteouſneſs in the 
World, or any ſuch thing as damnation ; 
and yet commit that which the Scriptures 
call unrighteouſneſs, and which all laws,and - 
all good men fay is ſo? Conſider how many 

Q un- 


Lib. 3. 


he 


unrighteous men there arein the world, and 
yet how few of them think they ſhall be dam- 
ned, I know not how it comes to paſs ; but 
men. go upon ſtrange principles, and they 
have made Chriſtianity to be a very odd [n- 
ſitution, if it had not better meaſures rhan 
they arepleaſed to afford it. There are two 
great roots of all evil, Covetouſneſs and 
Pride; and they,have infected the greateſt 
parts of mankind; and yet no man thinks 
himſelfto be either covetous or proud. And- 
therefore whatever you diſcourſe againſt 
theſe fins, it never hits any man, but like 
Fonathans arrows to David, they fall ſhort, 


_ or they fly beyond. Salvian complained of it 
' In his time. Hoc ad crimina nofira addimus, 


#t cum in omnibus rei ſuns, etiam bonos nos, &> 


ſanfos efſe credamns, 'This we add unto our 


- crimes, we arcthe vileſt perſons in the world, 


and yet we think our ſelves to be good peo- 
ple, and when wedy make no queſtion but 
we ſhall go to Heaven. There is no cauſe of 
this, but becauſe we have not ſo much Faith 
as believing comes to, and yet moſt nien 
will pretend not only to believe, but to love 
Chriſt all this while. And how do they prove 
this? Truly they hate the memory of F«das, 
and curſe the Jews that crucified Chriſt, and 
think 
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think P ilate a very miſerable man; and that 
all the Turks are damned, andto be called 
Cajaphasis a word of reproach 3. and indeed 
there are many that do not much more for 
Chriſt than this comes to ; things to aslittle 
purpoſe, and of as little fignification, - But 
ſo the Jews did hate the metnory of Corahas 
we do of Caiphas, and they builded the Ses 
pulchres of the Prophets, and wealſo are an- 
gry at them that killed the Apoſtles and the 
Martyrs. But in the mean time we neither 
love Chriſt nor his Saints; for we ncither 
obey him, nor imitate them. And yer we 
ſhould think our ſelves highly injured, if one 
ſhould call us Infidels and haters of Chriſt; 
But I pray confider 3 what is hating of any 
man, bur deſigning and doing himall the in- 
Jury and ſpite we can? Does not he hate 
Chriſt that diſhonours him, that makes 
Chriſts members the members of an harlot? 
>'T hat doth not feed & clothe thele members ? 
If the Jews did hate Chriſt when they cruci- 
fied him, then ſo does a Chriſtian too when 
he crucifies him again, Let us not deceive 
our ſelves; a Chriſtian may be damned as 
well asa Turk; and Chriſtians may with as 
much malice crucifie Chriſt as the Jews did. 
Aud ſo does every man that fins wilfully ; he 
S 2 {pills 


 Fides Formata; _ 


 fpills the blood of Chrift, making it to be 
ſpent in vain. He that bateth you, bateth me, 
be that receives you, receives me, 1aid Chriſt 
to his Apoſtles. 1 wiſh the world had fo 
much faith as to bclieve that ; and' by this 
try whether we love Chriſt, and believe in 
him or no, I ſhall for the tryal of our Faith 
ask one ealy queſtion. Do we believe that 
the ſtory of David and Fonathan is true ?. 
Have we ſo much faith as to think it poflible 
that two Rivals of a Crown ſhould love fo 
dearly ? Can any man believe this, and nor 
be infinitely aſhamed to ſee Chriſtians ( al- 
moſt all Chriſtians) ro- be wrreconcileably 
angry, andready to pull their brothers heart 

out, - when he offers to take our Land or mo- 
vey from us? Why do almoſt all men-that go 
to law for right hate one anothers perſons ? 
Why. cannot men. with patience: hear: their 

> titles queſtioned ? But if Chriſtianity be ſo 
excellenta Religion, why are fo very many 
Chriſtians .ſo very: wicked ? Certainly they 
do not ſo much as believe the-propoſitions 
and: principles of their own: Religion. For 
the body of Chriſtianss ſo univerſally wick- 
cd, thatit would bea greater. change+to ſee 
Chriſtians:generally-live according-to their 


tO. 


profeflion, than it was at firſt from infidelity 
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toſee them to turn Believers. 'The conyers- 
ſion from Chriſtian to Chriſtian, from Chris 
ftian in title to Chriſtian in fincerity, would 
bea greater miracle then 1t was when they 


- were converted from: Heathen and Jew to 


Chriſtian. Whar is the matter © Is not re- 
pentance from dead works reckoned by S, Paul 
in the 6. Hebr. as one of the fundamental 


| points of Chriſtian Religion? Is it not a 


piece of our Catechilin, the fifſt thing we are 
raught, and is it not the laſt thing that we 
practiſe? We had better be without Baptiſm 
than without repentance, and yet both are 
neceſſary ; and therefore if we were not 
without faith, we ſhould be without neither. 
Is not Repentance a forſaking all fin, and an 
intire returning unto God ? Whocan deny 
this? Andisitnot plainly ſaid in Scripture; 
Unleſs ye repent ye ſball all periſb? But ſhew 
me the-man-that believes theſe things hearti- 
ly : thatis, ſhew me a-truepenitent, he only 
believes the dorines of repentance: 

If I had time I ſhould examine your faith 


by your confidence in C_—_ by your obe-- 


diencc. But if we fall in- the meer belie- 
ving, it is not likely we ſhould do better 1n 
the other. Bug becaulc all the promiſes 'of 


God are conditional, and there can beno- 
CON: 
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confidence in the particular without a pro- 
miſe or revelation, it is not poſlible that any 


man that doesnot live well ſhould reaſonably 


put his truſt in: Crod. To live a wicked lite, 


and thento be confident that in the day of 


our death Crod will give us pardon, is not 
faith but a dire& want of faith, 1f we did 
believe the promiſes upon their proper con- 
ditions, or believe that Gods commandments 
were rightcous and true, or thatTthe threat- 
nings were as really intended as they are ter- 
ribly ſpoken, we ſhould not dare to live at 


: the rate we do: But wicked men bawve not 


faith, faith S. Paul, and then the wonder 


' ceales. 


But there are ſuch palpable contradictions 
between mens practices and the fundamen- 
tals of our faith, that it was a material con- 
ſideration of our Bleſſed Saviour, When the 
Son of man comes ſball he find faith upon the 
earth? Meanirg it ſhould be very hard and 
ſcant: every man ſhall boaſt of his own goodneſs; 


ſed virum fidelem, ( \aith Solomon ) but a faitb- 
| ful manwhocanfind? Some men are very good 


when they are afflicted. 


Hanc ſebi virtutem fra facit uycens anſd, 
Et triflis nullo qui tepet Fray: on D 
Et 


'  - or, Faith working y Low. ms 
Et teges &+ cimex, © nndi ſponda grabati, 
Fit brevis atque eadem noe dieque toga. 


When the gown of the day is the mantle ' 
of the night, and cannot at the ſame time co- 
ver the head, and make the feet warm; when 
they have but one broken diſh and no ſpoon,. 
then they are humble and modelt ; then they 
can ſuffer an injury, and bear contempt : but 
give them riches and they grow inſolent ;. 
fear and puſiHanimity did their firſt work, 
and an opportunity to fin undoes it all, Bownm — — 
militem perdidifti, Imperatorem peſſumeum creaſti, 7 
faid Galba, you have ſpoiled a good 'Trooper — 
when you made me a bad Commander. O- 
thers can never ſerve Cod, but when they are 
proſperous: it they loſe their fortune they 
loſe their Faith, and quit their Charity, Now 
rata fides ubi jam melior fortuna ruit. If they 
become poor, they become liars and decei- 
vers of their truſt, envious and greedy,reſtlels. 
and uncharitablez that is, one way or other 
they ſhew that they love the world,and by all 
the faith they pretend to cannot overcome it. 
By Caſt up therefore your reckonings imparti= 
ally 3 Sec what is, what will be required at 
your hands, Do not think you can be juſtifi- . 


ed by faith, unleſs your faith be greater _ 


= EE Det ad AA 48: - > Meg . 
_ L- Sa V: _ py A - . = & 


*- - X E : : ” i "PS OI. "ISS 2 I * t 4” LET ——_ Ss _ 2 4- & 
' = CE OSes: = . | - 
. 


all your paſſions; you have not the learning, 
not ſo much as the common notices of faith, 
unleſs you. can te]I when you are covetous, 
and reprove your ſelf when you are proud ; 
but he that is ſo, and knows it not (andthat 
is the caſe of moſt men ) hath no faith, and 
neither knows God, nor knows himſelf. - 
 Toconclude. He that hath true juſtifying 
faith, believes the power of Crod to be above 
the powers ofnature z the goodneſs of Crod 
above the merit and diſpoſition of our per- 
ſons,the bounty of God above the excellency 
of our works, the truth of God above the 
contradiction of our weak arguings and fears, 
the love of Crod above our cold expericnce 
and incffeqQaual reaſon, and the neceflities of 
doing good works above the faint excuſes 
aud ignorant pretences of diſputing ſinners, 
But want of faith makes usſo generally wick- 
edas we are, {o often running to deſpair ; fo 
often baffled- in our reſolutions of a good 
life. But he whoſe faith makes him more 
than Conquerar over theſe difficulties, to 
him Iſaac ſhall be born even in his old age ; 
the life of Crod ſhall be perfe&ly wrought in 
him, and by this faith ſo operative,ſo ſtrong, 
ſo laſting, ſo obedient, he ſhall be juſtified, 
and he ſhall be ſaved. Te, 
THE END. 


